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TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE. 


TTAVING  been  honoured  by  Mons.  le  Pasteur 
G.  Tophel,  of  Geneva,  with  the  task  of  trans- 
lating his  Discourses  on  "  The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  Man,"  the  Translator  now  presents  the  result  of 
his  labours  to  the  English-speaking  Christian  public. 
The  Translator's  task  has  not  been  a  very  easy  one ; 
but  he  has  sought  to  faithfully  reproduce  the  Author's 
thoughts,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Author's  own 
peculiar  style.  The  readers  of  this  small  book  will 
doubtless  find  so  much  to  please  in  the  subject-matter 
contained  in  the  following  pages,  that  they  will 
neither  have  time  nor  inclination  to  observe  the 
defects  in  the  Translator's  work. 

While  approving  of  nearly  everything  this  book 
contains,  and  while  being  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
Author  on  nearly  every  point,  the  Translator  disclaims 
all  responsibility  as  to  doctrinal  vievjs,  and  to  tlu  mod' 


vi  Translator  s  Preface. 

in  which  they  are  expressed  in  this  volume.  His  sincere 
prayer  is  that  the  perusal  of  the  following  pages  may 
lead  Christians  to  study  more  profoundly  the  doctrine 
which  is  taught  therein,  and  to  seek  more  earnestly 
the  honour  of  becoming,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term,  "  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Thos.  J.  Despres 

(Wesleyan  Minister). 
Allendale  Town,  April  3,  1882. 
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jfirst  IDiscourse, 

THE  HOLY  SPIEIT  AND  HIS  WORK  OF 
SPIRITUAL  RENEWING. 

"  But  when  the  kindness  of  God  our  Saviour,  and  His  love  toward 
man,  ajipeared,  not  by  works  done  in  righteousness,  which  we 
did  ourselves,  but  according  to  His  mercy  He  'saved  us,  through 
the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  He  poured  out  upon  us  richly,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
dour. " — Titus  iii.  4-6. 


THE  HOI  Y  SPIRIT  AND  HIS  WORK  OF 
SPIRITUAL  RENEWING. 

r)HETHBEiSr,  I  have  come  here  to  study  with  you 
-*-*  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  each  child  of 
God.  Of  all  religious  subjects,  there  is  none  greater 
or  more  glorious  than  this  one.  If  the  importance  of 
a  doctrine  is  measured  by  the  place  that  it  occupies 
in  the  Scriptures,  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the 
foremost  rank  in  the  evangelical  faith.  For,  though 
it  is  the  last  to  be  revealed  (because  it  crowns  the 
biblical  edifice,  and  requires  a  certain  moral  prepara- 
tion in  order  to  be  well  understood),  this  doctrine 
begins  to  form  itself  in  the  very  first  chapter  of  the 
Genesis ;  its  elements  can  be  gathered  from  nearly  all 
the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  while,  as  to  those  of 
the  New  Testament,  from  the  Gospel  of  John  to  the 
end  of  the  Apocalypse,  we  may  affirm  that  they  are 
filled  with  it. 

Does  this  doctrine  occupy  as  large  a  place  in  our 
thoughts  ?     Do  we  live  much  with  the   thought   of 
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the  Holy  Spirit  ?  Have  we  sufficiently  contemplated 
His  glorious  work  ?  Are  the  duties  of  the  Christian 
towards  the  Spirit  generally  known,  and  do  we  strive 
to  put  them  into  practice  more  faithfully  each  clay  ? 

Many  men  of  experience  have  given  expression  to 
some  doubts  on  this  point.  A  servant  of  God  gave 
one  day  this  cry  of  alarm :  "  We  have  unlearned  the 
Holy  Spirit !  "  In  one  of  his  last  sermons,  Adolphe 
Monod  affirms  that  "  the  Father  and  His  unmerited 
grace,  the  Son  and  His  expiatory  sacrifice,  have  been 
much  more  studied  in  our  day  than  the  Holy  Spirit, 
His  person,  His  work,  and  all  that  new  world  which 
He  creates  in  a  heart." l  And,  on  his  deathbed,  he 
expressed  the  regret  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  not  been  more  profoundly  studied  by  the 
Churches  of  the  Eevival  (Egliscs  du  R4veil). 

This  remark,  however,  ought  not  to  be  applied  to 
all  that  we  have  designated  as  the  Rtveil ;  and  if, 
while  engaged  in  defending  other  cardinal  truths,  the 
men  of  that  glorious  epoch2  have  not,  perhaps, 
sufficiently  expounded   the   work   of  the  Spirit,  they 

1  In  his  sermon  entitled  La  Parole  vlvante,  a  discourse  which 
cannot  be  read  too  often  nor  too  attentively.  In  the  same  author's 
commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  there  are  some  beautiful 
passages  upon  the  doctrine  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  study. 

2  This  refers  to  the  time  when  the  Free  Church  of  Switzerland 
separated  from  the  National  Church.— Tk. 
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have,  nevertheless,  energetically  proclaimed   its  abso- 
lute necessity  for  the  salvation  of  individual  man. 

But  why  dwell  on  the  past?  Let  us  think  of 
ourselves  and  of  the  future.  It  is  undeniably  true 
that  this  subject  has  claims  to  a  deeper  and  more 
general  study.  As  Eyle  says :  "  the  place  given 
it  in  the  heart  of  the  most  decided  Christians  is 
altogether  out  of  proportion  to  that  which  it  occupies 
in  the  word  of  God." 

Can  I  be  mistaken,  brethren  ?  for  it  seems  to  me 
that  men  feel  the  need  of  filling  up  this  blank.  This 
is  proved  in  many  ways.  I  might  be  allowed,  for 
example,  to  remind  you  of  the  publication  of  a 
conscientious  work,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  one 
of  the  veterans  of  the  Rivcil} 

But,  brethren,  this  doctrine  must  pass  from  writings 
into  sermons,  and  from  sermons  into  all  our  thoughts. 
It  must  be  popularized  among  Christians.  Every  one 
must  study  the  Bible  more  thoroughly  from  this  point 
of  view ;  and  it  is  in  order  to  encourage  you  to  this 
that  I  have  come  to  unite  my  efforts  to  those  of  your 
own  pastors.2 

1  TJie  Holy  Spirit,  a  doctrinal  and  practical  study  of  His  person 
and  of  His  work  (E.  Guers). 

2  The  author  at  that  time  was  pastor  of  the  church  of  Yverdon. 
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A  general  study  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
first  engage  our  attention.  The  yift  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
■will  form  the  subject  of  a  second  discourse.  In  a 
third  meditation  I  will  remind  you  of  our  duties 
towards  the  Holy  Spirit;  and,  God  willing,  a  fourth 
and  last  v/ill  be  an  exposition  of  the  crowning  of  His 
work. 

To  him  who  is  going  to  speak  of  the  Spirit  may- 
God  grant  the  power  to  speak  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  to 
those  who  are  about  to  listen,  may  He  give  the  grace 
to  listen  in  constantly  invoking  that  help,  without 
which  we  can  neither  understand  nor  possess  the 
things  of  the  Spirit ! 

What  is  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  Is  it,  as  it  has  been  so 
often  represented,  a  mere  influence  exercised  on  the 
mind  of  man  by  scriptural  truths  ?  Is  it  a  disposition 
of  the  heart,  and  do  these  words :  "  If  any  man  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  His,"  only 
mean :  He  who  is  not  animated  by  Christian  senti- 
ments is  not  a  Christian  ?  Is  it  simply  an  emanation 
from  God,  an  action  of  God,  a  gift  of  God  ? 

To  all  who  study  attentively,  and  who  accept  the 
numerous  passages  which  relate  to  this  question,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  more  than  all  that.  He  is  not  some 
vague    thing    indeterminable    and    incomprehensible. 
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As  some  one  has  well  said :  He  is  not  something,  and 
something  human,  He  is  some  one.  The  Holy  Spirit 
is  a  Being;  real,  living,  personal,  one  of  the  three 
Persons  of  the  Trinity ;  a  Being  who,  consequently, 
possesses  all  the  perfections  of  God  and  all  the 
Divine  life.  We  must  have  done  with  that  low 
spiritualism,  the  sad  heritage  of  a  rationalism  whose 
coarse  sieve  allows  the  living  realities  of  Scripture 
to  escape,  and  presents,  in  their  place,  nothing 
but  fugitive  images,  poetical  figures,  or  inconsistent 
personifications. 

In  His  intimate  union  with  the  Son,  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  the  unique  organ  by  which  God  wills  to 
communicate  to  man  His  own  life,  the  supernatural 
life,  the  divine  life,  that  is  to  say,  His  holiness,  His 
power,  His  love,  and  His  felicity.  To  this  end  the 
Son  works  outwardly,  the  Holy  Spirit  inwardly. 

Having  formed  the  world,  the  design  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  was,  by  a  progressive  action,  to  raise  the  soul 
of  man  from  innocence  to  holiness,  his  mind  from 
ignorance  to  the  full  possession  of  the  truth,  and  his 
body,  which  in  so  far  as  it  was  dust  was  corruptible, 
from  mortality  to  immortality.  Thus,  as  clearly 
taught  by  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  First  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians,  vv.  45-49,  Adam,  sinless  as  he 
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was,  had  to  submit  to  an  insensible  transformation ; 
and,  if  all  men  were  actually  such  as  Adam  was 
before  the  fall,  they  would  each  have  to  submit  to 

the  same. 

With  how  much  more  reason  must  this  change 
take  place  now;  but  this  time  it  must  be  with 
violent  crises,  for  we  are  not  such  as  Adam  was 
before  the  fall.  Instead  of  ascending,  man  has 
descended;  he  has  fallen.  The  consequences  of  that 
catastrophe  are  immense  and  infinitely  numerous; 
but  must  we  point  out  that  which  comprises  them 
all?  Must  we  give  the  reason  of  the  decadence  of 
our  spirit,  of  our  soul,  and  of  our  body  ?  Here  it  is  : 
we  have  lost  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  the  Divine  life.     That  in  itself  says  all. 

It  is  thus  that  the  overthrow  of  the  admirable 
order  established  in  us  by  God  is  explained.  Our 
spirit,  which  ought  to  have  maintained  its  supremacy 
over  the  senses  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
penetrating  it  with  His  influence,  suddenly  deprived 
of  this  all-powerful  auxiliary,  has  been  subjugated  by 
the  senses,  so  that,  in  the  natural  state,  the  flesh  rules 
and  stifles  the  spiritual  life. 

Hence  the  obscuring  of  the  moral  and  religious 
intelligence ;  hence  the  prostration  of  the  conscience ; 
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hence  the  enslaving  of  the  will;  hence  degeneration 
of  the  heart;  hence,  finally,  the  mortality  of  the 
body,  which,  remaining  dust,  is  condemned  to  return 
unto  dust.  Death,  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term, 
is  therefore  the  result  of  the  loss  of  the  Spirit. 
Compared,  in  fact,  to  real  life,  this  remainder  of  life, 
this  dying  life  which  the  soul  still  retains,  is  really 
death,  and  the  Bible,  too,  calls  it  by  that  name. 

Such  being  the  natural  condition  of  man,  by  what 
means  shall  it  be  remedied  ?  The  evil  has  been 
caused  by  sin,  which  compelled  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
take  His  departure ;  the  return  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  the  only  real  remedy.  If  obstacles  to  this 
return  arise  either  from  God  or  man,  they  must  be 
removed ;  then  the  Spirit  will  again  take  possession 
of  the  heart  of  man,  and  will  again  communicate  unto 
it  the  Divine  life,  so  that  the  first  work,  destroyed  by 
the  fall,  may  be  begun  over  again,  and  brought  to  a 
proper  termination. 

Now,  on  the  side  of  God,  there  was  an  obstacle  to 
remove :  the  curse  of  the  law,  which,  being  violated 
by  man,  claimed  a  just  reparation.  Jesus,  the  only 
Being  who  was  capable  of  satisfying  these  claims,  has 
undertaken  this  work  in  His  love  for  us.  To  replace 
before  man  the  life  of  the  Spirit  as  a  model  to  be 
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reproduced ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  by  His  life  of 
obedience  and  by  His  expiatory  death,  to  lay  hold 
again  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  name  of  mankind  and 
for  guilty  man ;  to  become,  as  man,  one  with  the 
Spirit,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  Him,  and  to  give  Him- 
self by  Him,  to  whomsoever  will  henceforth  enter,  by 
a  living  faith,  in  that  new  humanity  of  which  He 
is  the  Head,  such  is  the  immense  undertaking — 
unspeakably  painful,  but  ineffably  glorious — that  the 
Son  was  commissioned  to  accomplish. 

On  the  side  of  man,  the  condition  to  be  fulfilled  for 
the  return  of  the  Spirit  i&  that  he  should  repent  and 
believe.  This  repentance  and  this  faith,  I  long  to  say 
it,  are  not  produced  in  man  without  a  preparatory 
and  gratuitous,  but  not  irresistible,  action  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Well,  then,  let  us  suppose  a  man  in  whom  these 
conditions  are  fulfilled.  Convinced  of  his  misery  and 
of  his  impotence,  he  places  all  his  trust  in  Jesus 
Christ.  In  virtue  of  this  faith  he  is  forgiven,  declared 
righteous,  reconciled  with  God,  and  reinstated  into  his 
title  and  rights  of  a  son.  If  the  work  of  God  went 
no  further,  nothing,  so  to  speak,  would  yet  have  been 
done.  The  expiatory  work  of  Christ  would  not  have 
attained  its  final  object ;  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins  is 
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not  deliverance  from  sin.  The  life  of  God  would  not 
have  yet  entered  into  that  man.  In  order  to  his 
attaining  that  happiness,  he  must  be  raised,  no  longer 
like  Adam,  from  innocence  to  holiness,  but  from 
corruption  to  holiness,  to  a  holiness  real,  substantial, 
like  that  of  God ;  from  error  he  must  attain  to  the 
full  possession  of  the  truth,  and  his  corruptible  body 
must  be  transformed  into  a  glorious  body.  In  one 
word,  the  Divine  life  must  become  his  life,  the  Divine 
nature  his  nature,  in  order  that  he  may  enjoy  Divine 
happiness. 

Who  will  communicate  unto  him  that  life,  that 
nature  ?  He  who  from  the  beginning  is  the  only 
organ  thereof:  the  Holy  Spirit. 

To  effect  this  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  possession  of 
the  heart,  and  makes  it  His  habitation,  not  merely  for 
a  moment,  but  for  ever.  This  indwelling  is  absolutely 
real.  As  really  as  your  soul  dwells  in  your  body,  so 
really  does  the  Spirit  dwell  in  the  soul  of  the  believer ; 
He  is  there,  in  a  sense,  as  the  soul  of  his  soul. 

Now,  in  communicating  Himself  unto  man,  the 
Spirit  does  not  separate  Himself  from  the  Father  or 
from  the  Son.  He  remains  one  with  them,  and, 
moreover,  He  associates  man  to  that  union.  The 
Spirit   therefore   causes   Christ   glorified   to   dwell   in 
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the  heart  of  the  believer,  and  through  Christ  God 
the  Father.  He  takes  that  which  is  Christ's,  that  is 
to  say,  the  nature  of  Christ,  to  communicate  it  unto 
the  believer ;  and,  as  that  which  belongs  to  Christ 
belongs  to  God,  and  that  which  belongs  to  God 
belongs  to  Christ,  it  is  therefore  the  things  of  God, 
the  life  of  God,  the  nature  of  God,  the  person  of 
God,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  communicates  to  the 
child  of  God. 

We  certainly  would  never  venture  upon  such  state- 
ments were  we  not  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Bible, 
that  book  which  abases  us  and  then  exalts  us  more 
than  any  other  book.  Now,  the  Scriptures  teach  us 
that  the  regenerate  man  is  the  temple  of  God  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  To  the  Corinthians  it  is  said  :  "  We  are 
a  temple  of  the  living  God ; "  *  and  elsewhere  :  "  Know 
ye  not  that  ye  are  a  temple  of  God,  and  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ? " 2  Paul  wrote  thus 
to  the  Ephesians :  "  Ye  also  are  builded  together  for 
a  habitation  of  God  in  the  Spirit." 3  We  read  in  the 
Epistle  of  John :  "  He  abideth  in  us." 4  Did  not 
Christ  say  of  him  who  did  the  will  of  God :  "  And 
we  will   come  unto   him,  and   make   our  abode  with 

1  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  -  1  Cor.  iii.  16. 

3  Eph.  ii.  22.  «  1  John  iii.  24. 
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him "  ? 1  Finally,  Peter  confirms  and  crowns  these 
sublime  declarations  by  this  bold  statement :  "  that 
through  these  ye  may  become  partakers  of  the  Divine 
nature." 2 

Oh,  brethren  !  What  a  privilege  and  what  an  honour 
is  that  of  providing  an  habitation  for  the  thrice  holy 
Person  of  God !  Do  we  think  about  it  sufficiently  ? 
You  have  often  envied  the  happiness  of  Abraham, 
who  received  into  his  tent  the  ambassadors  of 
Jehovah !  You  would  have  wished  to  enter  with 
the  high  priest  into  the  Most  Holy  Place,  so  as  to 
behold  that  supernatural  light  which  symbolized  the 
presence  of  God !  Like  Simeon,  you  would  wish  to 
have  borne  the  child  Jesus  in  your  arms !  It  would 
have  been  precious  to  you  to  receive  the  Lord  at  your 
table,  like  the  family  of  Bethany  received  Him !  And 
how  oft  have  you  regretted  that  you  lived  in  the 
nineteenth  century  rather  than  in  the  first,  in  Judea, 
so  as  to  have  seen  Jesus  face  to  face !  Well,  then, 
brother,  whilst  thou  enviest  that  favour  granted  unto 
others,  thou  possessest  one  before  which  all  others 
grow  dim  !  The  honour  reserved  to  the  children  of 
the  new  dispensation  is  incomparably  the  greater.  It 
is  no  longer,  in  fact,  an  angel,  or  an  archangel ;  it  is 
1  John  xiv.  23.  '-  2  Pet.  i.  4. 
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no  longer  the  symbol  of  the  presence  of  God ;  it  is 
no  longer  the  Christ,  Son  of  man,  Christ  poor,  Christ 
clothed  in  feeble  flesh,  Christ  in  humiliation ;  it  is 
Christ  exalted  to  glory,  Christ  all-powerful,  Christ 
one  with  the  Father  and  the  Spirit,  Christ,  by  His 
glorification,  become  capable  of  uniting  Himself  in 
His  very  nature  to  our  own  nature ;  it  is  God,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  whom  thou  really  hast  in  thee, 
if  thou  hast  within  thee  the  Holy  Spirit.  What 
nobility  and  what  dignity  !  Is  there  a  more  enviable 
honour  than  that  of  receiving  in  our  heart  the  God 
whom  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  ? 

But  that  is  not  all ;  that  Spirit,  once  in  a  man,  no 
more  loses  His  perfections  than  he  renounces  His 
union  with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son.  On  the 
contrary,  He  brings  into  man  the  perfections  which 
He  has  in  God,  and  labours  to  communicate  them 
unto  him.  In  other  words,  all  that  He  is  in  God 
and  in  Christ,  Spirit  of  truth,  of  holiness,  of  power,  of 
love,  of  justice,  of  felicity,  He  seeks  to  become  in 
man.  As  fire  penetrates  iron  without  taking  away 
any  of  its  properties  or  losing  any  of  its  own  ;  as  a 
branch  grafted  on  a  wild  tree  transforms  its  sap, 
little  by  little,  and,  through  the  sap,  the  nature  and 
fruits  of  the  tree,  by  communicating  unto  it  its  own 
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virtues ;  so  the  Spirit  of  God  penetrates  man,  little  by 
little,  extends  His  influence  step  by  step,  changes,  so 
to  speak,  all  his  sap,  and  infuses  into  him  His  own 
Divine  properties. 

Is  it  necessary  to  say  that  this  action  is  neither 
immediate  nor  rapid ;  that  it  is  often  interrupted,  even 
arrested,  sometimes  by  the  resistance  of  the  old  nature 
which,  sustained  by  Satan,  defends  with  the  fury  of 
despair  every  inch  of  the  territory  about  to  be  lost  ? 
Need  we  say  also  that  this  transformation  will,  as  a 
whole,  never  be  complete  here  below ;  that  alongside 
of  the  new  man,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  there 
will  always  be  the  old  man,  and  with  him  sins  and 
sorrows,  the  source  of  frequent  humiliations  ?  Need 
we  say,  in  a  word,  that  unto  the  very  end  we  shall 
require  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  ?  No,  no, 
experience  suffices  to  demonstrate  this ;  but,  what 
we  need  to  be  reminded  of  is,  that  in  spite  of  many 
painful  vicissitudes,  in  spite  of  divers  alternations  of 
victories  and  defeats,  the  march  of  the  Spirit,  if  it  is 
normal,  is,  on  the  whole,  progressive.  According  to  a 
beautiful  figure  used  by  Professor  Godet,  "  Man  is  a 
vessel  destined  to  receive  God,  a  vessel  which  must 
be  enlarged  in  proportion  as  it  is  fdled,  and  filled  in 
proportion  as  it  is  enlarged." 
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To  what  may  I  further  compare  this  invading 
march,  so  as  to  make  you  thoroughly  understand  it  ? 
Have  you  noticed  that  of  fire  among  coke  ?  When 
a  few  lighted  brands  have  been  enclosed  in  the  centre, 
and,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  in  the  heart  of  a  heap  of 
this  black  and  coarse  combustible,  we  soon  notice 
little  flames  forcing  their  way  with  difficulty  among 
the  lumps  that  are  still  cold.  Now  these  brands 
seem  to  be  stifled,  now  they  flame  up,  accompanied 
with  dense  smoke ;  now,  victorious,  they  reappear  in 
all  their  brightness.  Meantime  the  fire  slowly  con- 
tinues its  progress.  It  goes  from  the  centre  to  the 
surface,  attacks  lump  after  lump,  penetrating  them  all 
insensibly,  until,  finally,  after  a  lapse  of  time,  this 
entire  mass,  red,  incandescent,  glorious,  sends  out  its 
warm  and  brilliant  rays  in  every  direction. 

This  is  an  imperfect  figure  of  that  action  of  the 
Spirit,  which  from  the  heart  goes  to  the  surface,  from 
the  interior  to  the  exterior,  from  the  seat  of  life  to  the 
manifestations  of  life,  to  the  actions  and  to  the  words ; 
at  first  allowing  many  things  which  are  incompatible 
with  His  holy  nature,  then,  little  by  little,  attacking 
them  one  after  another,  one  year  these,  another  year 
those,  going  into  all  the  details  so  thoroughly  that 
nothing  being  able  to  escape  His  influence,  one  day, 
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the  entire  man,  glorified  by  the  Spirit,  will  be  resplen- 
dent with  the  life  of  God. 

Would  that  I  could  enable  you  to  see  at  a  single 
glance  this  development  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit ; 
show  Him  to  you,  simultaneously  in  the  conscience 
which  He  awakens  more  and  more,  in  the  will  which 
He  liberates  and  strengthens,  in  the  heart  which  He 
inflames,  in  the  spirit  which  He  illuminates,  and,  later 
on,  in  the  body  which  He  will  transform ! 

Before  taking  possession  of  the  heart,  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  already  awakened  the  conscience  from  that 
sleep  into  which  it  is  naturally  plunged.  But,  after 
that  great  event,  the  Holy  Spirit  pursues  His  work, 
and  gives  man,  for  fruit,  a  true  knowledge  of  sin  and 
a  genuine  sorrow  for  sin. 

Without  the  Spirit  of  God,  man  does  not  see  him- 
self as  he  is.  He  will  readily  own  to  defects,  to 
imperfections,  to  miseries ;  he  will,  by  way  of  excuse, 
speak  of  human  infirmity,  but  you  would  deeply 
wound  him  if  you  told  him  that  his  heart,  full  of  sin, 
is  an  object  of  horror  to  the  holiness  of  God.  The 
painful  avowals  of  a  repentant  soul  seem  to  him  a 
tissue  of  exaggerations,  or  the  result  of  a  diseased 
constitution.      Were    he    even    acquainted    with    the 

natural  corruption  of  the  heart,  he  would  not  feel  any 
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godly  sorrow  on  that  account.  "  Without  the  Spirit," 
said  a  man  of  God,  "  we  may  in  some  measure 
know  sin,  but  we  cannot  feel  it."  It  may  be 
much  deplored  because  of  its  temporal  consequences, 
but  very  little  regretted  as  an  offence  against  the 
holiness  of  God. 

But,  when  the  Spirit  has  once  projected  into  that 
obscured  conscience  the  penetrating  rays  of  light 
divine,  the  contrast  between  that  light  and  our  dark- 
ness finally  opens  our  eyes.  It  is  just  as  if  a  veil  had 
been  suddenly  rent,  as  if  the  scales  had  been  removed. 
Then  the  Spirit  of  Him  who  tries  the  hearts  and  the 
reins  reveals  the  pollution  of  that  heart,  "  desperately 
wicked."  As  our  brother  Bertholet  said  one  day : 
"  Just  as  a  drop  of  water  which  seems  pure  to  the 
naked  eye  when  seen  under  the  microscope  is  found 
full  of  impurities,  so  our  life  viewed  in  the  light  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  seems  full  of  impurity."  And  the 
more  that  light  penetrates  and  descends  into  the 
hidden  folds  of  the  heart,  the  more  clearly  it  reveals 
the  egotism,  the  self-love,  the  pride,  and  the  cupidity 
which  were  hidden  from  our  view.  Then,  expressions 
which  once  seemed  exaggerated  and  offensive  become 
too  feeble  to  utter  what  is  felt.  Then,  there  is  an  end 
to  all  that  self-righteousness,  to  the  merit  of  works, 
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and  to  that  goodness  upon  which  wo  reckoned  for 
standing  before  God. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  that  if  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  was  limited  to  this  revelation,  it  would  plunge 
the  soul  into  despair.  But,  at  the  same  time  as  He 
reveals  sin,  He  also  reveals  the  remedy  for  sin.  That 
remedy  is,  firstly,  faith  in  Jesus. 

To  a  certain  extent,  that  faith  has  also  preceded  the 
coming  of  the  Spirit.  But,  from  that  moment,  how 
it  grows  and  takes  root !  Jesus  Christ  becomes  a 
personal  Saviour.  The  Spirit  witnesses  with  our 
spirit  that  we  are  now  the  children  of  God ;  and  that 
confidence  is  based,  not  upon  an  argument  or  upon  an 
effect  of  the  imagination,  but  upon  an  immoveable  fact, 
namely,  the  revolution  produced  in  the  soul  by  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

That  is  true  faith.  There  are  many  other  things  in 
the  world  which  are  called  by  that  name,  but  wrongly, 
such  as :  intellectual  faith,  traditional  faith,  the  faith 
of  a  family  or  of  a  Church ;  a  passive  adherence  of  the 
intelligence  to  certain  formulas ;  a  very  correct  faith 
in  its  object,  perhaps,  very  orthodox  in  its  expression, 
but  which  cannot  save  because  it  cannot  sanctify.  As 
long  as  the  Spirit  has  not  taken  possession  of  the 
heart,  man  possesses  not  that  faith  which  is  capable 
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of  acting  upon  his  whole  being.  He  may  perhaps 
know  many  of  the  truths  of  Christianity,  grasp  their 
connection,  admire  their  profundity,  discuss  with  ease 
such  and  such  points,  he  may  perhaps  know  the  Bible 
by  heart,  and  yet  that  faith  will  be  nothing  but  a 
dead  faith :  for  those  truths  will  not  be  incorporate 
with  his  soul,  they  will  not  be  incarnated  there,  they 
will  not  kindle  in  his  heart  the  fire  of  love,  they  will 
not  cause  life  to  circulate  therein,  they  will  not 
liberate  his  will. 

They  will  not  liberate  his  will.  Now  the  will 
must  be  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  sin,  in  order  that 
a  man  may  attain  unto  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God.  By  nature  he  is  not  free.  Then, 
again,  would  you  know  what  he  is  when  his  conscience 
begins  to  awaken  ?  Read  the  description  given  by  St. 
Paul  in  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans,  of  his  own  spiritual  condition  before  his 
deliverance  from  sin :  "  For  not  what  I  would,  that  do 
I  practise,"  he  said,  speaking  for  a  soul  in  the  state 
which  was  at  that  time  his  own ;  "  but  what  I  hate, 
that  I  do.  .  .  .  For  to  will  is  present  with  me ;  but  to 
do  that  which  is  good  is  not.  For  the  good  which  I 
would  I  do  not :  but  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that 
I  practise.  .  .  .  For  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after 
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the  inward  man :  but  I  see  a  different  law  in  my 
members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind." 1 

What  is  lacking  in  this  man  ?  A  power.  A 
human  power  ?  the  counsels,  the  aid,  the  exhortations 
of  a  friend?  These  are  far  too  feeble  in  the  face 
of  an  enemy  such  as  he  is  called  to  combat !  The 
adversary  wTho  has  defeated  him,  and  under  whom 
he  is  struggling,  is  Satan.  Now,  there  is  but  one 
power  superior  to  that  of  Satan,  namely,  the  power  of 
God. 

Ah !  if  this  power  of  God  were  given  to  him,  as 
the  ally  of  that  inward  man  who  groans  under  that 
odious  yoke  without  being  able  to  break  it,  then 
would  he  rise  and  endure  the  combat  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  conquering  !  Well  then,  that  cry  :  "  Who 
shall  deliver  me  ? "  has  been  heard,  and  Paul  adds  on 
his  own  account  what  every  Christian  may  also  say 
concerning  himself:  "I  thank  God  through  Jesus 
( 'lnist  .  .  .  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  of  death."2 

Does  it  follow  that  henceforth  the  struggle  is  over  ? 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  then  that  it  commences !  Ah, 
there  will  be  mighty  encounters,  fierce  combats,  some- 
times  some   faltering,   perhaps   defeats !      But  be    of 

1  Rom.  vii.  15-23.  2  Kom.  vii.  25,  viii.  2. 


o  -> 


The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 


good  cheer,  lake  courage,  faithful  combatant !  It  is 
the  war  of  independence.  Through  all  those  varied 
successes  and  misfortunes,  the  new  man  will  be 
strengthened ;  if,  by  prayer,  he  be  always  becoming 
more  one  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  will  reign  over  sin, 
keeping  the  old  nature  in  check,  and  will  increase  at 
the  expense  of  the  old  man,  until  one  day  he  shall 
have  absorbed  the  whole  ! 

Moreover,  this  new  man  has  in  the  heart  a  power- 
ful auxiliary :  the  love  which  the  Holy  Spirit  sheds 
abroad  in  it ;  love,  that  spring  which  is  as  strong  as 
it  is  sweet,  and  as  sweet  as  it  is  strong :  the  love  of 
the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  a  love 
which  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  sensibility,  a  vague 
emotion,  unstable  and  barren,  but  a  holy  love,  firm, 
constant,  progressive,  fruitful  in  practical  results,  in 
acts  of  obedience,  and  in  sacrifices. 

A  relation  with  God,  altogether  new,  is  at  once  the 
cause  and  the  effect  of  this.  God  is  henceforth  truly 
a  Father;  Jesus  Christ  is  a  Brother,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  an  intimate  Counsellor.  God  is  no  longer 
banished  to  the  innermost  heaven,  nor  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  annals  of  history ;  but  a  close,  personal,  and 
living  communion  binds  the  heart  of  the  child  to  the 
heart  of  the  Father.     The  child  increasingly  loves  that 
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which  his  Father  loves,  and  as  his  Father  loves,  as 
well  as  everything  that  belongs  to  his  Father. 

He  loves  the  Bible  which  comes  from  his  Father, 
and  which  speaks  to  him  of  his  Father.  He  loves 
prayer,  by  which  he  speaks  to  his  Father.  Formerly, 
he  said  his  prayers — now,  he  prays ;  he  learns  to 
pray  without  ceasing ;  he  experiences  those  inexpres- 
sibly sweet  Ute-a-Utes  where  we  tell  God  everything, 
our  joys,  our  troubles,  our  fears,  our  hopes,  our  plans, 
our  disappointments.  He  loves  the  children  of  the 
Father,  with  whom,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  ties  have 
been  created,  more  binding  than  those  of  blood. 
Lastly,  he  possesses  the  love  of  souls ;  the  Christian 
knows  how  to  be  in  agony  for  souls,  and  how  to  weep 
over  the  shipwreck  of  a  soul,  and  also  how  to  rejoice 
with  the  angels  over  the  conversion  of  a  soul.  His 
heart  is  inflamed.  There  existed  there  a  fire  nearly 
quenched ;  the  Holy  Spirit  has  rekindled  it.  Oh, 
may  the  Spirit  continue  His  work  in  all  Christians, 
for  there  remains  in  our  hearts  much  that  is  still  cold 
towards  God  ! 

This  progressive  and  simultaneous  action  of  the 
Spirit  on  the  conscience,  the  will,  and  the  heart,  with 
its  practical  consequences  upon  the  life,  this  is  sancti- 
fication. 
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Together  with  sanctification,  illumination  is  pro- 
duced.    It  is  of  this  that  I  have  yet  to  speak. 

As  the  Spirit  of  truth,  He  illumines  our  mind  and 
communicates  the  truth  to  it.  He  creates  a  new 
sense,  the  sense  of  the  things  of  God,  and,  through 
this,  a  complete  science  of  the  things  of  God  which 
wholly  escapes  the  unregenerate  man.  Let  us  say  it 
at  once,  though  we  shall  have  to  refer  to  it  in  another 
discourse :  the  Spirit  can  teach  us  nothing  but  what 
is  in  the  Word  of  God,  or,  rather,  He  does  not  teach 
it,  but  He  enlightens,  He  illumines,  He  vivifies,  and 
He  fertilizes  that  Word,  which  was  once  to  the  closed 
heart  a  sealed  and  barren  Book.  Author  of  the  Bible, 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  its  indispensable  Interpreter,  and 
to  wish  to  dispense  with  Him  is  to  condemn  one- 
self to  not  understand,  and  especially  not  feel,  nor 
live  that  which  is  revealed  in  the  Bible. 

You,  then,  who  aspire  to  examine  Christian  truth, 
you,  in  particular,  students  in  theology,  whom  I  call 
my  friends,  remember  that,  inasmuch  as  these  re- 
searches, made  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  are  useful 
both  to  yourselves  and  to  the  Church,  they  will 
become  just  as  unfruitful,  wearisome,  and  injurious, 
yes,  injurious!  if  you  undertake  them  simply  with 
the  assistance  of  your  own  intelligence.     Let  me  re- 
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peat  to  you  a  word  culled  from  the  lips  of  a  venerated 
professor.  He  told  us,  with  a  force  of  conviction 
which  penetrated  us  all :  "  Gentlemen,  for  the  student 
there  is  no  privileged  path  leading  to  the  truth ;  the 
only  one  which  leads  to  it  is  also  that  of  the  un- 
learned :  it  is  that  of  regeneration  and  of  gradual 
illumination  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  and,  without  the 
Holy  Spirit,  theology  is  not  only  a  cold  stone,  it  is  a 
deadly  poison."1 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  therefore  the  best  interpreter  of 
the  Bible.  He  is  also  its  real  Apologist.  While  His 
proofs  can,  if  needs  be,  dispense  with  every  other,  the 
others  can  never  dispense  with  His.  His  demonstra- 
tion is  one  of  immediate  evidence,  resting  upon  facts 
which  are  certain.  Doubtless,  all  regenerate  men  will 
not  be  always  able  to  refute  the  arguments  of  infi- 
delity ;  but,  like  him  who  was  born  blind,  the  con- 
verted man  will  also  say :  "  I  know  not  this  or  that, 
but  one  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now 
I  see."  Thus,  in  these  days  when  not  only  the 
reality,  but  even  the  possibility  of  the  supernatural 
is  denied,  when  men  defy  Christians  to  show  them  a 
miracle,  the  believer  will  not  allow  himself  to  be 
moved  by  such   a   scaffolding   of  so-called   scientific 
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arguments.  Men  ask  him  for  a  miracle  ;  let  him  rise 
and  say :  I  myself  am  a  miracle  ;  for,  with  the  dying 
Vinet,  he  can  exclaim :  "  The  greatest  miracle  that  I 
know  of  is  that  of  my  conversion.  I  was  dead,  and  I 
live ;  I  was  blind,  and  I  see ;  I  was  a  slave,  and  I  am 
free ;  I  was  an  enemy  of  God,  and  I  love  Him ; 
prayer,  the  Bible,  the  society  of  Christians,  these  were 
to  me  a  source  of  profound  ennui ;  whilst  now  it  is 
the  pleasures  of  the  world  that  are  a  weariness  to  me, 
and  piety  is  the  source  of  all  my  joy.  Behold  the 
miracle !  and  if  God  has  been  able  to  work  that  one, 
there  are  none  of  which  He  is  not  capable." 

There  is  yet  another  science  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
gives.  When  we  are  docile  to  His  lessons,  and, 
instead  of  allowing  ourselves  to  be  distracted  by  the 
frivolities  of  the  world,  we  live  in  continual  com- 
munion with  Him,  the  Spirit  communicates  a  wisdom, 
a  discernment,  and  a  spiritual  experience,  a  maturity, 
an  immediate  assurance,  a  knowledge  of  the  heart  of 
man  and  of  the  ways  of  God,  all  the  more  admirable 
that  these  gifts  are  frequently  observed  in  unlettered 
men. 

Again,  it  is  by  initiating  the  believer  more  deeply 
into  the  secrets  of  the  dispensations  of  his  heavenly 
Father  that  the  Spirit  teaches  him  how  "all  things 
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work  together  for  his  greatest  good."  In  this  respect 
the  Spirit  performs  the  functions  of  a  comforter  in 
his  trials,  raising  his  courage,  reanimating  his  hope, 
inspiring  his  submission,  drying  his  tears,  and  showing 
him  more  and  more  of  heaven.  He  diffuses  in  man 
peace,  joy,  a  calm  joy,  meekness,  patience,  humility, 
and  all  those  dispositions  which  constitute  the  life 
and  the  happiness  of  the  soul. 

In  fine,  without  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  there 
is  no  real  life.  "Without  the  Holy  Spirit  it  is 
possible  to  have  the  appearance,  the  external  form 
of  Christianity,  but  not  its  reality ;  without  the  Holy 
Spirit,  repentance  is  but  an  unfruitful  regret ;  faith, 
an  intellectual  adhesion ;  charity,  mere  philanthropy ; 
prayer,  a  movement  of  the  lips,  or  a  vague  elevation 
of  the  soul.  By  the  Holy  Spirit  repentance  is  a 
godly  sorrow,  faith  is  a  conviction  which  lays  hold 
of  the  whole  being,  charity  is  a  twofold  flame  which 
leads  us  towards  God  and  towards  our  brethren; 
lastly,  prayer  is  a  sigh  of  the  Spirit,  which, 
descending  from  heaven,  reascends  thither  bearing  us 
with  it." x 

There  is,  therefore,  between  those  who  have  the 
Spirit  and  those  who  are  deprived  of  Him,  not  merely 

1  Dhonibres. 
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difference  of  degree,  but  opposition  of  nature.  They 
are  not  like  two  classes  of  men,  they  are  like  two 
■races,  two  humanities  completely  distinct;  neither  is 
it  possible  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other  by  means  of 
a  gradual  improvement,  but  only  by  way  of  a  radical 
transformation,  by  the  way  of  regeneration.  "  That 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,"  said  Jesus  to 
JSTicodemus,  and  "  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is 
Spirit ; "  the  flesh,  that  is  to  say,  the  natural  condition 
of  man,  improve  it  as  best  you  may,  will  always 
remain  flesh ;  it  is  by  a  new  birth  alone  that  it  can 
become  Spirit.  "  If  any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is 
a  new  creature :  the  old  things  are  passed  away ; 
behold,  they  are  become  new." 1  Finally,  in  the 
passage  from  the  Epistle  to  Titus,  which  we  read  in 
beginning,  the  Apostle  Paul  speaks  of  9  baptism  of 
regeneration,  and  of  a  general  renewing  produced  by 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

How  important  it  is  that  every  one  should  know 
if  he  has  undergone  this  transformation !  Unless  we 
are  deplorably  trifling,  foolish,  or  our  own  enemy,  we 
cannot  willingly  remain  in  doubt  concerning  this. 

My  dear  hearers,  step  out  of  uncertainty  and  of 
illusion !     Seek  to   be   in   the   truth !     Ask   God   to 

1  2  Cor.  v.  17. 
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place  you  there !  Do  not  allow  yourselves  to  be 
deceived  by  a  certain  superficial  varnish,  by  the 
goodness  of  nature,  or  by  certain  qualities  of  character 
and  virtues  of  temperament  which  are  not  the  life  of 
the  Spirit.  You  might  be  as  irreproachable  as  Mco- 
demus  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  respectable  in  every 
particular ;  but  if  a  change  has  not  been  wrought  in 
your  soul,  you  still  are  under  the  stroke  of  Jesus' 
word :  "  Except  a  man  be  born  anew,  he  cannot  see 
the  kingdom  of  God." 

There  are,  I  doubt  not,  a  great  number  of  persons 
here  who  are  serious,  well-disposed,  and  prompted  by 
excellent  intentions.  There  are  certainly  some  who, 
by  their  position,  by  the  influence  of  the  circle  in 
which  they  move,  by  their  family  traditions,  by 
respect  for  the  memory  of  a  father  or  of  a  mother, 
have  a  certain  kind  of  piety,  take  an  interest  in  and 
feel  some  zeal  for  a  stated  Church  or  Christian  society. 
We  must  rejoice  at  this,  and  encourage  them.  Never- 
theless, if  this  is  all  they  have,  if  the  Spirit  has  not 
changed  their  heart,  if  God,  if  Jesus  Christ,  if  the 
Bible,  if  public  worship,  prayer,  the  society  of 
Christians,  and  the  prospects  of  the  future  on  the 
one  side ;  if  sin,  their  own  sins  in  particular,  the 
world  and  Satan  on  the  other  side,  are  still  what  they 
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always  have  been  for  them ;  if  no  change  has  been 
wrought  in  their  manner  of  seeing  and  in  their  mode 
of  being  but  that  which  is  superficial,  or  that  which  is 
due  to  the  times,  or  to  some  outward  circumstances, 
such  persons  may  be  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God, 
but  they  have  not  yet  reached  it.  They  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  and  consequently  they  are  not  yet  His. 

Well,  then,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  What  is  to  be 
done  ?  We  shall  see  this  in  our  next  meditation. 
Still,  I  cannot  resist  the  desire  of  telling  you  even 
now :  Ask !  ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit !  Ask  for  a 
hungering  and  for  a  thirsting  after  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  you  will  be  of  those  whom  Jesus  has  declared 
blessed,  for  ye  shall  surely  be  filled. 

And,  finally,  to  you  all,  Christians,  possessors  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  you  in  whom  is  being  wrought  this 
spiritual  renewing  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe, 
what  shall  I  say  to  you  in  concluding  ?  Give  thanks, 
and  rejoice  !  Yes,  rejoice  !  The  time  for  painful  dis- 
coveries, and  for  humiliation  because  of  our  numerous 
transgressions,  will  come  on  later,  that  is  to  say, 
when  we  shall  recall  to  mind  our  duties  towards  the 
Holy  Spirit.  To-day  let  us  give  thanks,  let  us  adore, 
let  us  enjoy  our  privileges !  To-day  let  us  sing  this 
beautiful  hymn : 
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Fain  would  I,  0  my  God,  Thou  God  of  my  salvation, 

With  noblest  praise  of  Thee  make  heaven  and  earth  resound, 

And  calling  them  to  witness  the  depth  of  my  devotion, 
Proclaim  to  all  the  world  what  bliss  in  Thee  I've  found  ! 

Happy,  ever  happy  !  The  Almighty  is  my  Father, 

Christ  Jesus  is  my  Brother,  the  Holy  Ghost  my  Guide  ! 

What  theft  can  hell  devise,  or  gift  can  earth  make  dear, 
For  him  whose  life  is  Heaven,  and  doth  in  Thee  abide  ? 

Yes,  what  can  earth  give  ?  What  honour,  what 
nobility,  what  title  to  be  compared  to  that  of: 
"Temples  of  God  through  the  Holy  Spirit"?  Let 
it  be  ours  also,  brethren,  and  the  sole  object  of  our 
ambition !  When  Ignatius,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  was 
cited  to  appear  before  the  Emperor  Trajan,  he  was 
asked  his  name :  "  I  am  called  Theophorus,"  replied 
the  confessor  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  this  word  signifies  : 
he  who  carries  God,  he  who  gives  asylum  to  God. 
Theophori !  This  is  what  we  are  also,  my  brethren. 
Theophori !  Let  us  glory  in  this  title,  and  labour  to 
become  less  unworthy  of  it !     Amen  ! 


Scconb  Discourse. 

THE  GIFT  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

"  For  every  one  that  asketh  receivuth  ;  and  he  that  seeketh  findeth ; 
and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be  opened.  And  of  which  of 
you  that  is  a  father  shall  his  son  ask  a  loaf,  and  he  give  him  a 
stone  ?  or  a  fish,  and  he  for  a  fish  give  him  a  serpent  ?  Or  if  he 
shall  ask  an  egg,  will  he  give  him  a  scorpion  ?  If  ye  then,  being 
evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much 
more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  Him?"— Luxe  xi.  10-13. 
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II. 

THE  GIFT  OF  THE  HOL  V  SPIRIT. 

OOME  of  my  hearers,  in  reflecting  upon  the  very 
^  hurried  exposition  which  I  have  given  of  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  have  perhaps  thought  that 
the  capital  importance  given  to  this  work  might  prove 
hurtful  to  the  view  which  we  should  hold  of  the  work 
of  Christ,  "  who  died  for  our  offences,  and  rose  again 
for  our  justification."  I  can  all  the  more  easily  under- 
Btand  this  fear,  seeing  that  in  many  instances  I  have 
experienced  it  myself.  But  if  these  two  doctrines  are 
attentively  studied,  the  doctrine  of  expiation  by  the 
death  of  Christ,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  work  of  the 
Spirit,  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that,  far  from  being 
hurtful  to  each  other,  they  are  in  perfect  harmony. 
The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  must  be  very  imperfectly 
understood,  if  it  leads  men  to  forget  that  which  was 
wrought  by  Jesus  Christ.  The  work  of  Christ  is,  in 
fact,  the  cause  and  indispensable  condition  of  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  ;  so  that  the  more  the  work  of  the 
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Spirit  is  exalted,  the  more  shall  we  exalt  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ,  which  has  obtained  the  Spirit  for  us. 

The  result  of  the  reconciliation  accomplished  by 
that  sacrifice  has  been  the  restitution  to  mankind  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  lost  as  a  consequence  of  the  fall  of 
man.  The  rupture  of  the  relations  between  God  and 
man  consisted,  as  we  have  said,  in  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  withdrawn  from  man,  and  in  this  conse- 
quence of  the  fall  all  the  others  are  comprised.  The 
re-establishment  of  these  relations  by  Christ  makes 
possible  the  return  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  man,  and 
that  grace,  which  is  the  effect  of  the  work  of  Christ, 
comprises  all  the  other  graces,  whether  in  this  life  or 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Thus,  without  the  expiatory  work  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  impossible ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  without  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  heart  of  each  person,  the  work  of  Christ  would 
be,  for  the  individual,  altogether  useless.  It  would  be 
for  him  as  if  Christ  had  not  come  upon  the  earth,  as 
if  He  had  never  died  nor  risen  again,  as  if  He  was 
not. 

This  twofold  truth  is  established  by  the  two  follow- 
ing declarations : — one  from  the  Apostle  John :  "  For 
the  Spirit  was   not  given  (or,  to  be  more  literal,  was 
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not,  existed  not  for  humanity),  because  Jesus  was 
not  yet  glorified."1  The  other  declaration  is  from 
Jesus  Himself :  "  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go 
away ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  (the  Holy 
Spirit)  will  not  come  unto  you."2 

The  Spirit  had  not  yet  been  given,  because  that 
Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified.  What  can  this  statement 
mean,  but  that  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  conse- 
quently the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  both  depend 
upon  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  an  effect  depends 
upon  its  cause  ?  On  the  other  hand,  what  does  the 
second  statement  mean :  "  It  is  expedient  for  you  that 
I  go  away ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will 
not  come  unto  you,"  if  it  does  not  point  out  the  fact 
that  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  so  indispensable 
a  complement  to  the  work  of  Christ,  that  the  de- 
parture of  Christ,  which  is  the  condition  thereof, 
should  form  a  subject  of  joy  to  His  disciples  ? 

These  two  works,  therefore,  complete  each  other,  and 
blend  into  each  other.  It  is  Christ  who  solicits  from 
the  Father  the  sending  forth  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  it  is 
in  the  name  of  Christ  that  the  Father  gives  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  those  who  believe  in  Christ.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  glorifies  Christ 

1  John  vii.  39.  2  John  vi.  7. 
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in  the  heart  of  believers ;  it  is  He  who  causes  the 
person  of  Christ  so  to  dwell  in  them  that  they  acquire 
the  right  to  say,  with  Paul :  "  I  live,  and  yet  no  longer 
I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me."1  It  is  therefore  the  life 
of  Christ,  the  nature  of  Christ,  the  sentiments  of 
Christ,  the  virtues  of  Christ,  which  the  Spirit  com- 
municates to  believers ;  it  is  after  the  likeness  of 
Christ  that  He  fashions  them,  and  after  the  model 
which  He  left  us.  Without  Jesus  Christ,  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  nothing  to  reproduce  in  the  heart  of  the 
believer.  Take  away  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Word  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  has  preserved  Jesus  for  us — 
it  is  like  removing  from  the  photographer's  studio  the 
person  whose  features  the  sun  is  about  to  fix  on  the 
plate  prepared  to  receive  them. 

We  may  conclude  from  this  that  the  action  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  not,  under  the  Old  Covenant,  what  it 
is  under  the  New,  seeing  that  the  sacrifice  and  the 
glorification  of  Christ  had  not  taken  place. 

In  fact,  the  attentive  study  of  Scripture  texts  fully 
confirms  this  opinion.  Not  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
absent  from  the  Old  Covenant,  for  just  as  Christ's 
incarnation  is  introduced  therein  by  a  preparatory 
activity,   of  which    the    Israelitish    people    were    the 

1  Gal.  ii.  20. 
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special  objects,  so  the  Holy  Spirit  prepares  His  coming 
into  the  heart  of  believers  by  a  work  which  can  be 
easily  perceived. 

There  are  also,  on  this  point,  certain  relations  be- 
tween the  Old  and  the  New  Covenant ;  and  yet  these 
two  dispensations  are — perhaps  more  especially  on 
this  point — radically  dissimilar.  In  the  Old  Dispensa- 
tion, the  Holy  Spirit  wrought  upon  believers,  but  did 
not,  in  His  person,  dwell  in  believers,  and  abide  per- 
manently in  them.  He  appeared  unto  men  ;  He  did 
not  incarnate  Himself  in  man.  His  action  was  inter- 
mittent :  He  went  and  came,  like  the  dove  which 
Noah  sent  forth  from  the  ark,  and  which  went  to  and 
fro,  finding  no  rest ;  while  in  the  New  Dispensation 
He  dwells,  He  abides  in  the  heart,  as  the  dove,  His 
emblem,  which  John  the  Baptist  saw  descending  and 
alighting  upon  the  head  of  Jesus.  Affianced  of  the 
soul,  the  Spirit  went  oft  to  see  His  betrothed,  but  was 
not  yet  one  with  her;  the  marriage  was  not  con- 
summated until  the  Pentecost,  after  the  glorification 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  essential  difference  is  noticeable  in  the 
choice  of  Scripture  expressions.  It  is  frequently 
said  of  the  prophets,  and  of  others:  "The  Spirit 
was     upon     them  ; "     "  The     Spirit    seized    them." 
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They  were  seized  and  then  forsaken  by  the  Spirit ; 
they  were  seized  again,  and  again  forsaken  by  Him. 
Expressions  like  these  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  New 
Testament.  Moreover,  in  one  of  His  last  discourses  to 
His  disciples,  Jesus  pointed  out  this  difference  in  one 
word :  "  He  (the  Holy  Spirit)  abideth  with  you,  and 
shall  be  (later  on,  that  is  to  say,  after  the  Pentecost) 
in  you."1  In  you!  that  is  most  certainly  a  very 
little  word,  says  M.  Guers ;  but,  little  as  it  is,  it 
nevertheless  characterizes  a  whole  economy,  that  which 
was  about  to  begin. 

The  Old  Testament  contains  prophecies  which 
announce  the  incarnation  of  the  Spirit  in  the  heart 
of  the  believer,  just  as  it  contains  others  which  predict 
the  incarnation  of  the  Son  in  our  own  nature.  "  For 
I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods 
upon  the  dry  ground ;  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon 
thy  seed." 2  We  read  in  the  book  of  Joel :  "  I  will 
pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh  ;  and  your  sons  and 
daughters  shall  prophesy.  .  .  .  And  also  upon  the 
servants  and  upon  the  handmaids  in  those  days  will 
I  pour  out  my  Spirit."3  Later  on,  Ezekiel  repeats  and 
precises  the  same  promise :  "  A  new  heart  also  will  I 
give  you,  and  a  new  Spirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and 
1  John  xiv.  17.  3  Isa.  xliv.  3.  3  Joel  ii.  28,  29. 
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I  will  take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and 
I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flesh.  And  I  will  put  my 
Spirit  within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes, 
and  ye  shall  keep  my  judgments  and  do  them."1 
And  in  another  place  we  read :  "  Neither  will  I  hide 
my  face  any  more  from  them ;  for  I  have  poured  out 
my  Spirit  upon  the  house  of  Israel."2  Finally,  Zecha- 
riah,  one  of  the  last  prophets,  predicts  also  that  God 
"  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  of 
supplication ;  and  they  shall  look  upon  Me  whom 
they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  Him,  as 
one  mourneth  for  his  only  son."3  John  the  Baptist, 
the  mediator  between  the  Old  and  New  Covenant, 
commenced  his  ministry  with  these  prophetic  words : 
"  I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water  unto  repentance  ;  but 
He  that  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I :  .  .  .  He 
shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire."4 
All  these  promises  are  clear,  positive,  touching ; 
but  there  is  one  which  seems  to  surpass  them  all. 
This  is  it,  and  to  it  would  I  now  call  your  attention  : 
"  For  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth  ;  and  he  that 
seeketh  findeth ;   and  to  him  that  knocketh  it   shall 

1  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  27.  2  Ezek.  xxxix.  29. 

3  Zech.  xii.  10.  4  Matt.  iii.  11. 
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be  opened.  And  of  which  of  you  that  is  a  father 
shall  his  son  ask  a  loaf,  and  he  give  him  a  stone  ? 
or  a  fish,  and  he  for  a  fish  give  him  a  serpent  ?  Or 
if  he  shall  ask  an  egg,  will  he  give  him  a  scorpion  ? 
If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts 
unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall  your 
heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  Him?"1 

How  touching  are  these  words !  What  encourage- 
ment they  offer  to  all  who  sincerely  desire  to  obtain 
the  Holy  Spirit !  Oh,  if  all  who  do  not  possess 
Him,  and  who  by  our  first  meditation  were  led  to 
consider  their  own  condition,  had  come  here  to-day 
not  simply  through  custom  or  for  a  mere  form,  but 
to  learn  from  the  Word  of  God  how  to  obtain  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  if  there  were  here  hearts  hungering 
and  thirsting,  hearts  asking,  seeking,  and  knocking, 
children  desirous  of  obtaining  the  Bread  of  Life, 
how  delightful  my  task  would  be !  For  I  bring  you 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people  ! 
Behold,  without  money  and  without  price,  God  gives 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  whomsoever  asks  Him  ! 

Yes,  to  whomsoever  asks  Him  !  There  is  no 
acceptance  of  persons  before  God.     As  to  the  extra- 

1  Luke  xi.  10-13. 
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ordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God  has  favoured 
certain  men.  All  have  not  had  the  gift  of  tongues, 
or  that  of  healing,  or  that  of  prophecy.  At  the 
present  time,  all  have  not  the  same  special  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit;  God  distributes  them  according  to 
the  need  of  His  kingdom.  But  as  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
Himself,  the  gift  par  excellence,  the  Author  and  Source 
of  all  others,  He  is  at  the  disposal  of  all  men.  That 
man  alone  is  deprived  of  Him  who  wishes  to  be. 
The  number  or  the  nature  of  the  sins  committed  in 
the  past  are  not  an  obstacle  to  this  gift.  You  might 
have  spent  your  life  in  infamy  and  in  crime,  polluted 
your  heart  by  the  presence  of  impure,  abject  idols ; 
you  may,  nevertheless,  become  the  temples  of  God 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  if  you  are  willing  to  submit  to 
the  only  condition  required.  That  condition  is :  that 
you  ask. 

To  ask !  This  is  the  only  thing  that  God  requires. 
To  ask !  Nothing  but  that ;  but,  in  truth,  in  that 
way  which  the  Bible  calls  asking.  For  there  is  a 
certain  way  of  asking  with  the  world  which  is  not 
recognised  by  God. 

Is  it  then  necessary  to  possess  talent  or  eloquence 
to  ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  Oh  no  !  The  prayer 
which  God  accepts,  a  little  child  can  present.     It  is 
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not  necessarily  composed  of  many  words.  One  word 
suffices, — less  than  a  word :  a  cry,  a  sigh,  a  motion 
of  the  heart,  a  tear, — if  the  heart  be  engaged  in  the 
act,  the  whole  heart.  For  it  is  to  the  heart  that 
God  looks;  and  if  He  sees  it  humbled  and  broken 
by  a  sense  of  its  guilt,  if  He  sees  that  it  is  weary  of 
the  yoke  of  Satan,  and  sincerely  desirous  to  have  done 
with  sin,  with  all  sin,  without  the  least  temptation 
to  hide  the  least  sin  from  the  sight  of  God,  so  that 
he  may  caress  it  in  secret ;  if  God  sees  that  what 
is  expected  from  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  merely  the 
forgiveness  of  sin,  but  also  the  expulsion  of  sin;  not 
only  consolation,  but  sanctification ;  if,  in  a  word,  that 
asking  proceeds  from  a  godly  sorrow  which  produces 
repentance, — that  repentance  which  was  demanded  by 
John  the  Baptist,  and,  later  on,  by  Peter  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  when  he  said :  "  Eepent  ye,  and  be 
baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  .  .  .  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,"1 — then  all  is  well,  the  Lord  can  enter  into 
His  temple.  Its  doors  are  thrown  open  to  Him. 
He  is  permitted  to  drive  therefrom  all  the  profane  ; 
there  has  been  an  unconditional  surrender.  He  will 
enter,  He  will  most  certainly  enter ;  the  Holy  Spirit 

1  Acts  ii.  38. 
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will  be  given,  He  will  commence  to  overthrow  the 
altars  of  the  idols,  and  to  build  up  that  of  the  true 
God. 

Yes,  as  certainly  as  God  is,  this  promise  will  be 
fulfilled;  for  it  is  of  this  promise  more  particularly 
that  we  can  affirm:  it  is  "yea  and  amen  in  Christ;" 
it  is  of  this  promise  that  we  can  also  say :  "  Heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  word  shall  not 
pass  away."  This  promise  is  an  immoveable  rock, 
against  which  every  one  may  rest  his  prayer  with 
the  fullest  confidence :  it  is  the  rock  of  the  faithful- 
ness and  infinite  goodness  of  God.  "  And  of  which 
of  you  that  is  a  father,"  it  is  said,  "  shall  his  son  ask 
a  loaf,  and  he  give  him  a  stone  ?  or  a  fish,  and  he  for 
a  fish  give  him  a  serpent  ?  Or  if  he  shall  ask  an  egg, 
will  he  give  him  a  scorpion  ?  If  ye  then,  being  evil, 
know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how 
much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him  ?  " 

What  would  you  desire  more  clear  and  more  cer- 
tain ?  God  likens  Himself  to  a  father  among  men, 
and  assures  us  that  He  will  not  do  what  the  most 
barbarous  father  would  never  be  guilty  of  doing. 
See,  a  child  is  hungry,  and  asks  his  father  for  a  little 
bread  or  meat, — that   is  to   say,   for   what  is  indis- 
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pensable  to  life.  Well,  that  man,  that  father,  though 
ye  seek  for  him  in  a  cavern  of  thieves,  or  among  some 
of  the  most  ferocious  tribes, — that  father,  in  order  to 
appease  the  hunger  of  his  child,  will  he  give  him  a 
stone,  a  serpent,  or  a  scorpion  ?  Is  there  such  a  man 
on  the  earth  ?  I  know  that  man  is  very  wicked,  and 
that  our  poor  earth  is  the  scene  of  many  atrocities ; 
but  I  ask  if  such  a  monstrosity  has  ever  polluted  it  ? 
if  there  ever  was  a  father  so  unnatural  as  to  mock 
his  child  thus  ?  Well,  then  (and  I  hardly  dare  give 
utterance  to  the  word,  but  this  book  obliges  me  to), 
God  consents  to  be  accused  of  this  cruelty  if  He 
refuses  His  Spirit  to  whomsoever  sincerely  asks  Him  ! 
What  say  I  ?  He  consents  to  be  regarded  as  worse 
than  such  a  father !  For  from  Him,  the  heavenly 
Father,  from  the  Father  who  is  love,  frcm  the  Father 
of  Jesus  Christ,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  infinitely 
more  than  from  a  sinful  parent.  Besides,  the  evil 
resulting  from  the  crime  of  the  supposed  father  would 
bear  no  comparison  to  that  which  the  refusal  of  God 
would  cause.  The  death  of  the  soul,  death  eternal, 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  one ;  the  death  of 
the  body  would  be  the  only  result  of  the  other.  I 
will  not  therefore  say  :  because  God  is  all  goodness, 
love,  tenderness,  and  faithfulness,  that  promise  is  yea 
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and  amen  in  Him  ;  I  must  say,  though  hardly  daring 
to  use  the  words :  because  God  is  not  the  worst  of 
fathers, — because  He  is  not  unnatural,  cruel,  and  a  liar, 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  given  to  whomsoever  asks  Him. 

So  that  because  God  is  God,  and  as  long  as  He  is 
God,  every  man,  whose  desires  are  sincere,  shall  be 
able,  in  virtue  of  this  word,  to  claim  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  say  to  God  with  humble  boldness  :  "  It  is  written" 
— "  Lord,  Thou  hast  said  —  This  is  what  Thou 
hast  declared — Thou  must  now  fulfil  Thy  promise, 
so  as  to  show  that  Thou  art  not  man  to  lie,  nor  the 
son  of  man  to  repent." 

What  would  ye  have  more  positive,  ye  trembling 
and  anxious  souls  ?  Can  you  still  hesitate  to  ask,  and 
can  you  still  doubt  the  fulfilling  of  the  promise  ?  Do 
you  not  feel  that  your  doubts  are  the  gravest  injustice 
which  you  can  do  to  God  ?  Do  you  not  perceive  that 
you  liken  Him  to  that  father  who  is  not  probably  to 
be  found  on  this  earth  ? 

You  will  perhaps  reply  :  I  have  asked,  asked  often, 
asked  for  a  long  time,  and  have  never  obtained  the 
Holy  Spirit.  I  sincerely  desire,  though  too  feebly 
yet,  to  be  delivered  from  sin ;  I  groan  on  this  account ; 
I  believe ;  I  desire  to  believe ; — why  does  not  God 
keep  His  promise  ? 
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God  has  not  promised  to  give  immediately.  As  to 
time,  He  reserves  to  Himself  the  right  of  fixing  it, 
for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  well  as  for  every 
other  grace.  He  wills  to  be  absolutely  free  in  this 
respect. 

Is  this  caprice  on  His  part,  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical will,  the  pleasure  of  making  Himself  be  waited 
for,  or  a  desire  of  showing  His  importance  ?  No  ;  it 
is  from  motives  of  wisdom  and  of  goodness,  from 
motives  drawn  not  from  Himself,  but  from  yourselves, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  success  of  His  work  in  your 
soul.  He  who  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our- 
selves, He  alone  can  fix  the  proper  time  in  which  to 
answer  our  prayers. 

But  is  not  any  time  proper  for  that  ?  No.  Accord- 
ing to  the  character,  to  the  spiritual  dispositions,  or 
certain  circumstances  known  only  to  Himself,  He 
must  lead  some  more  rapidly  than  others  from  the 
state  of  servitude  to  that  of  liberty  and  adoption. 
You  who  have  waited  long,  you  probably  need  that 
school  of  patience,  of  resignation  and  of  humiliation. 
You  have  perhaps  not  descended  sufficiently  low  into 
the  consciousness  of  your  own  unworthiness.  If  your 
prayers  were  answered  too  quickly,  you  might  give 
way  to  pride,  and  thus  compromise  the  work  of  God. 
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Perhaps  you  would  have  too  little  gratitude  for  a 
blessing  too  quickly  obtained.  Perhaps  there  may 
also  be  lurking  within  you  some  forbidden  thing  which 
God  would  have  you  discover.  You  say  that  you  are 
waiting  for  God ;  and  it  is  God  who  is  waiting  for 
you! 

Nevertheless,  the  state  in  which  you  are  now  found, 
those  dispositions,  those  desires,  that  expectation, 
those  aspirations,  that  trouble,  that  agony,  those  sighs, 
all  these  are  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  you.  You 
are  already  at  the  school  of  the  Lord.  The  school 
may  be  a  painful,  but  it  is  a  salutary  one.  It  is  not 
yet  the  full  liberty  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  is  already 
no  longer  the  slavery  of  sin ;  in  any  case,  it  is  no 
longer  death.  You  are  awakened ;  you  are  advancing ; 
you  are  at  the  entrance  of  the  narrow  way  ;  your  state 
is  a  spiritual  probation,  analogous  to  that  of  the 
apostles  before  the  Pentecost  during  the  three  years 
of  the  ministry  of  Christ.  Like  them,  during  the 
time  which  immediately  preceded  the  Pentecost,  per- 
severe in  prayer;  be  faithful  in  the  little  which  is 
entrusted  to  you  ;  give  thanks  especially  for  what  you 
have  already  received ;  then  look  to  Jesus,  ask  Him 
for  more  faith  in  His  love ;  say  to  Him  :  "  Lord,  I 
believe;    help  Thou  my  unbelief;"  and  for  you  also 
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will  dawn  a  day  of  Pentecost,  of  which  you  shall  be 
able  to  say : 

"  Behold  the  happy  day,  which  responds  to  our  desires  !" 

That  day  may  dawn  perhaps  in  a  year,  perhaps  in 
a  month,  perhaps  in  a  few  days,  perhaps  this  very  day, 
if  the  proper  time  has  arrived.  Yes,  to-day,  even 
while  I  speak,  if,  in  the  secret  of  your  heart,  strong  in 
the  promise  of  God,  you  say  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ :  My  God,  give  me  the  Holy  Spirit ;  let  Him  do 
His  work,  all  His  work  in  me ; — yes,  it  may  be  that 
even  to-day  you  will  obtain  Him. 

A  few  years  ago,  in  a  little  room  not  far  from  here, 
a  pastor,  who  was  presiding  over  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  a  few  young  men,  had,  in  the  course  of  his 
explanations,  reached  the  promise  which  we  are  study- 
ing to-day.  He  urged  his  young  hearers  to  pray,  to 
pray  immediately,  adding  that  they  could  be  heard 
and  answered  at  once.  One  of  these  young  men, 
unobserved  either  by  his  fellow- students  or  by  his 
pastor,  seen  and  heard  of  God  alone,  laid  hold  of  the 
promise,  and  said :  Lord,  thou  canst  now !  and  the 
young  man  was  heard ;  he  received  the  assurance 
that  he  had  been  answered,  and  from  that  moment  the 
Spirit  has  wrought  in  him. 
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That  youth  has  become  a  man.  In  his  turn,  he 
speaks  to  men  and  expounds  the  promises  of  God ; 
but  when  he  comes  to  this  one,  it  is  with  an  ever- 
renewed  emotion.  It  seems  to  him  that  what  gave 
him  life  should  give  it  to  all  others,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  to  remain  unconcerned  or  undecided  in 
presence  of  that  declaration. 

0  brethren !  my  heart  throbs  with  joy  at  the 
thought  that,  perhaps  at  this  very  moment,  at  this 
instant,  a  heart  becomes  in  its  turn  the  temple  of  the 
Holy  Spirit !  Perhaps  at  this  very  moment  heaven 
resounds  with  the  songs  of  the  angels  rejoicing  in  that 
the  number  of  God's  children  has  increased !  Ah, 
courage,  my  new  brother  !  Be  of  good  cheer !  He 
who  is  now  in  thee  is  mightier  than  he  who  is  against 
thee.  In  this  world  thou  shalt  have  sorrow,  conflicts 
against  sin  ;  but  be  of  good  cheer  !  Jesus,  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  has  conquered  the  world  outside  of  thee;  He 
He  will,  conquer  it  within  thee. 


Zbivb  Btecourse. 

OUR  DUTIES  TOWARDS  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

"  It  we  live  by  the  Spirit,  by  the  Spirit  let  us  also  walk." 

—Gal.  v.  25. 


Ill, 

OUR  DUTIES  TOWARDS  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

rilHE  preceding  meditations  must  have  shown  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  only  organ  of  the 
spiritual  life.  The  unregenerate  man  is  not  born 
into  that  life  save  as  he  is  begotten  into  it  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  regenerate  man  possesses  that  life 
only  in  the  measure  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  com- 
municates it  unto  him.  Thus  that  Divine  life  which 
awakens  and  forms  the  conscience,  liberates  and  pro- 
gressively strengthens  the  will,  inflames  the  heart, 
and  illumines  the  mind, — that  life  is  maintained  and 
developed  only  in  the  measure  in  which  the  action  of 
the  Spirit  is  itself  maintained  and  developed  in  us. 
In  a  word,  we  live  on  the  spiritual  life,  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  life  of  God,  by  the  Spirit,  and  we  live  on  it 
through  the  Spirit  only. 

If  many  Christians  are  affected  with  a  kind  of 
moral  marasmus,  it  is  because  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
has   been    retarded,  perhaps    even    for    a    long    time 

55 


56     The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 

arrested  in  their  soul.  If  in  others,  on  the  contrary, 
the  conscience  is  ever  becoming  more  delicate,  the  will 
more  energetic  for  good  ;  if  their  zeal  is  becoming  more 
ardent ;  if  their  heart  beats  stronger  for  the  cause  of 
God,  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  for  the  alleviation 
of  physical  or  moral  miseries ;  if  their  life  is  more 
consistent  and  more  consecrated, — it  is  because  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  gained  with  them  in 
intensity  and  in  extent. 

Are  not  these  retardations  or  these  progresses, — in 
other  words,  are  not  these  variations  in  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  subjected  to  any  law?  Are  they 
independent  of  the  will  ?  Have  they  the  fixed 
character  of  phenomena  which  can  be  discerned,  but 
not  modified  or  produced  ?  Or  else,  has  God  revealed 
and  given  us  the  means  of  regulating  and  of  increasing 
the  action  of  the  Spirit  ?  In  other  words,  does  the 
Holy  Spirit  act  upon  our  souls  like  a  physical  force 
upon  matter  ? — No  !  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  moral 
power ;  it  is  better  than  that :  He  is  a  free  and  holy 
Person,  penetrating  another  person  whom  God  has 
made  free  and  willed  to  be  holy.  That  action,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  fixed ;  it  is  free,  and  depends  upon  the 
will  of  the  Spirit  who  exercises  it,  and  upon  the  will 
of  man  who  has  submitted  to  it. 
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It  depends,  in  the  first  place,  upon  the  will  of  the 
Spirit,  and  consequently  upon  the  will  of  God.  It  is 
that  which  makes  of  it  a  grace.  Man  by  himself 
has  not  any  right  to  the  Holy  Spirit ;  it  is  a  gift  of 
God;  and  if  God  would  not  grant  it  unto  him,  or 
maintain  it  after  having  given  it  to  him,  the  efforts  of 
man  to  obtain  and  to  retain  it  would  be  altogether 
vain.  But,  thanks  to  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
will  of  God  is  that  every  man  should  receive  this  gift, 
and,  little  by  little,  reap  all  its  benefits.  Now,  this  is 
a  purchased  and  immutable  fact ;  so  that,  on  the  side 
of  God,  there  can  be  no  obstacle  to  the  indefinitely 
progressive  extension  of  that  work.  The  retardations, 
the  interruptions,  or  the  failures  which  are  to  be 
observed  there,  far  from  being  in  conformity  with,  are 
in  opposition  to  the  will  of  God,  who  wills  man  to  be 
perfect,  and  labours  to  this  end.  Thus  the  cause  of 
all  these  retardations  should  be  sought  in  us,  who  do 
not  perform  our  duties  towards  the  Holy  Spirit. 

There  are,  then,  duties  towards  the  Holy  Spirit? 
— Certainly;  and  if  it  is  highly  important  to  know 
them,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  we  should 
practise  them  faithfully,  seeing  that  the  success  of  the 
Spirit's  work  in  us  depends  upon  this. 

It  is  of  those  duties,  brethren,  that  I  wish  to  speak 
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to   you  to-day.     May  God  grant  us  His  aid  in  this 
serious  meditation  ! 

A  single  word  is  sufficient  to  comprise  all  those 
duties,  and  to  remind  us  of  the  position  which  becomes 
us  in  relation  to  the  Spirit ;  I  allude  to  the  word 
docility.  Incapable  of  creating  the  graces  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  we  can  only  accept  them,  lay  ourselves 
open  to  them,  or,  perhaps,  rather  not  shut  ourselves 
against  them.  We  can  only  with  docility  submit  to 
His  action.  To  hearken  unto  His  voice,  and  to  none 
but  His  ;  to  follow  His  movements,  and  no  others ;  to 
yield  to  His  impulses ;  to  respond  to  His  calls ;  to 
execute  His  commands ;  to  pause  when  He  issues  a 
prohibition, — that  is  what  the  Bible,  and  what  Paul  in 
particular,  calls  "  to  live  according  to  the  Spirit,"  to 
"  walk  according  to  the  Spirit,"  or  in  the  Spirit.  In 
the  mind  of  the  apostle,  the  motions,  the  invitations,  the 
commands,  or  the  prohibitions  of  the  Spirit  (the  whole 
of  which  constitute  a  plan  of  education  which  God 
follows  with  regard  to  us),  form  a  continuous  line,  a 
road  in  which  we  have  simpty  to  advance  step  by 
step  without  making  any  resistance. 

But  you  speak  of  commands,  of  prohibitions,  and 
of  calls  of  the  Spirit.  How  can  these  be  known  ? 
Can  you  possibly  believe  in  those  inward  voices  which 
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have,  in  every  age,  so  led  away  certain  mystics  that 
they  have  admitted  or  done  monstrous  things  ? 

Do  not  be  uneasy,  brethren.  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  action  of  the  Spirit  without  the  Bible.  The 
unique  and  infallible  rule  of  life,  as  well  as  of  faith, 
the  Bible  alone  reveals,  in  its  general  expression,  the 
will  of  God  towards  us.  Hence  the  urgent  necessity 
— for  whoso  would  walk  according  to  the  Spirit — 
of  studying  the  Bible  constantly,  and  of  studying  it 
by  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  so  as  to  discover  more  per- 
fectly what  is  the  will  of  the  Spirit.  By  the  study 
of  the  Bible  I  do  not  mean  a  rapid,  superficial,  and 
careless  style  of  reading,  which  leaves  behind  it  vague 
and  fruitless  memories  only ;  I  speak  of  intimate  and 
living  relations,  of  daily  intercourse,  of  a  tete-a-tete 
with  the  Bible;  for  that  reading  which  is  hastily 
gone  over,  simply  to  quiet  conscience,  and  sometimes 
with  a  secret  ennui,  is  not  what  Paul  means  when  he 
prays  "  that  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly." 
Now,  brethren,  shall  I  give  utterance  to  a  fear  which 
I  feel  ?  It  is  this  :  I  have  the  impression  that  the 
special  study  of  the  Bible  does  not,  in  a  general  way, 
occupy  in  the  heart  of  Christians  the  place  which  it 
imperatively  demands.  So  many  books  have  been 
written  upon  the  Bible,  that  the  Bible  itself  is  very 
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often  forgotten  !  Men  find  it  more  agreeable  to  be  fed 
like  children,  than  to  feed  themselves.  Then,  again, 
lectures,  conferences,  meetings,  gatherings  of  every 
description,  social  duties,  and  the  thousand  respectable 
ways  of  losing  time,  so  completely  occupy  life,  that, 
even  on  Sundays,  the  necessary  time  for  searching  the 
Scriptures,  in  the  silence  of  retirement,  cannot  be 
found.  Hence,  in  general,  a  superficial  Christianity, 
devoid  of  convictions  really  personal  in  their  character; 
hence  enfeebled  characters,  and  lives  wanting  the 
savour,  the  sap,  the  life  of  the  Spirit.  Let  us  not 
look  for  any  real  and  durable  progress,  if  we  know 
not  how  to  deduct  from  our  pleasures  and  from 
doubtful  duties  the  time  that  is  due  to  the  Book  of 
God. 

I  have  said  that  the  Bible  reveals  to  us  the  will  of 
the  Spirit  in  its  general  expression.  But  the  applica- 
tion of  these  rules  varies  infinitely  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. Every  one  has  experienced  this.  And 
who  is  there  that  does  not  know  how  difficult  it  is, 
even  with  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  to 
discern  the  will  of  God  in  each  special  case  ?  For 
example,  one  of  the  precepts  of  the  Spirit  is,  that  we 
love  not  the  world  nor  the  things  of  the  world ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  another  precept  is,  that  we  should 
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not   go   out  of  the  world ;    and  you  know   how  the 
desire  to   conciliate  these  two  rules  of  the  Christian 
life  have  given  rise  to  many  embarrassing  questions. 
How,  then,   shall  we   succeed   in   knowing   our  duty 
towards  the  Holy  Spirit  in  each  particular  case  ?     I 
know   only   of  one   way :  continual  communion  with 
Him.     "  Pray   without  ceasing,"   the  Bible   tells   us  ; 
by  which   we   are    not   to    understand,    and    I    need 
scarcely   say  it  here,  that   you  are  always  to  be  on 
your  knees  in  your  closet,  but  simply  that  your  soul 
should   be  ever  uplifted   towards   God,  to   inquire  of 
Him,  even  in  the  midst  of  your  occupations,  in  each 
difficulty   as   it   arises,   in   each  temptation   that  you 
encounter,  in  each  opportunity  which  offers  itself,  and 
in  each  question  which  presents  itself  to  your  mind. 
Pray    mentally    to    obtain,    from    God    Himself,    the 
knowledge  of  your  duty,  and  the  strength  to  perform  it. 
Constant  prayer, — such,  then,  is  the  second  means  of 
causing  the  Spirit  to  speak,  and  of  hearing  His  voice 
every  moment  of  your  life.     Oh,  let  us  ask  God  to 
teach  us   the  secret  of  this  constant  uplifting  of  the 
soul,  of  this  communion,  of  this  uninterrupted  breath- 
ing of  the  Spirit,  which  is  reconcilable  with  the  most 
absorbing  labours !     May   He    convince   us    that,   as 
nothing  is  too  unimportant  for  Him,  we  can,  we  should 
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present  to  Him  the  questions  which  seem  to  us  the 
most  insignificant,  the  smallest  incidents  and  the  least 
difficulties  of  our  life  ! 

Finally,  when  once  the  will  of  the  Spirit  shall  be 
known,  it  must  be  fulfilled.  Obedience — immediate, 
thorough,  constant,  humble,  and  joyous — to  all  His 
commands,  such  is,  with  the  study  of  the  Bible  and 
of  prayer,  that  life  "  according  to  the  Spirit "  which  is 
the  only  means  of  maintaining  and  of  increasing  His 
action  in  us. 

Immediate  obedience!  Neither  hesitation  nor 
delay  ;  for  the  longer  the  delay,  the  more  difficult 
will  be  the  performance  of  the  duty,  and  the  less 
great  shall  be  the  blessing  promised  to  obedience. 
Like  the  subalterns  of  the  centurion  of  Capernaum, 
when  the  Master,  the  Holy  Spirit,  says  to  us :  "  Go," 
let  us  go  without  delay.  When  He  says :  "  Come,"  let 
us  come  at  once.  When  He  says  :  "  Close  that  book, 
it  is  not  suitable  for  thee,"  let  us  close  it  immediately. 
When  He  says :  "  Keep  silence  concerning  that  action  ; 
bury,  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  thy  heart  and  under 
the  veil  of  charity,  that  fault  of  thy  brother's,"  let  us 
keep  silence,  even  though  the  very  word  which  would 
have  revealed  it  was  already  upon  our  lips.  When, 
on   the  contrary,  He   says :    "  Speak,"   hold   not   thy 
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peace ;  warn,  reprove,  encourage,  invite,  let  us  speak, 
be  the  consequences  of  our  frankness  what  they  may ! 

Obedience  thorough  and  constant.  For  to  choose  or 
select  from  the  commands  of  the  Spirit,  and  perform 
those  which  are  pleasant,  and  reject  those  which  are 
disagreeable,  to  listen  to  His  voice  one  day,  and  not 
to  heed  it  on  the  next,  is  to  be  guilty  of  an  act  of 
insubordination  and  revolt  which  grieves  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Finally,  obedience  humble  and  joyous.  For,  un- 
profitable servants,  what  we  do,  we  do  from  obligation  ; 
and,  far  from  priding  ourselves  upon  our  submission, 
we  should  humble  ourselves  because  of  our  deficiencies, 
and  thank  God  who  gives  us  grace  so  to  do. 

A  model  of  the  obedience  required  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  given  us  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  Peruse  it 
from  this  standpoint,  and  you  will  see  how  our  Master 
understood  and  practised  that  virtue.  Or  else,  if  His 
example  is  too  perfect  for  you,  consider  the  apostles 
and  the  first  Christians  as  they  are  represented  to  us 
in  that  book  of  their  acts,  which  might  also  be  called 
the  Book  of  the  Acts  of  the  Spirit.  Ah,  brethren, 
those  men  were  His  slaves — willing,  joyous,  grateful 
slaves,  yet  slaves  !  Does  the  Spirit  give  a  command  ? 
They  set   out   immediately,  they  forsake   everything, 
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they  sacrifice  everything,  they  brave  everything, — 
difficulties,  dangers,  persecutions,  and  sufferings  !  Does 
He  forbid  ?  They  abandon  or  modify,  they  overthrow 
or  transform  their  plans,  and,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  their  own  friends,  they  persist  in  the  path  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  marks  out  for  them,  though  they  are 
sure  of  meeting  martyrdom  in  the  way. 

That  is  what  can  be  properly  called  obedience ! 
That  is  how  we  should  obey ! 

Would  you  raise  an  objection  based  on  the  grounds 
of  your  feebleness  ?  God  never  gives  a  command 
when  He  knows  that  the  power  to  obey  does  not 
exist.  He  holds  that  power  in  reserve  to  give  it  at 
the  right  time.  He  will  not  give  it  beforehand ; 
and  if  we  wait  for  it  before  we  make  up  our  mind 
to  obey,  we  shall  wait  in  vain.  When  Jesus  said  to 
the  impotent  man :  "  Stretch  forth  thy  hand,"  he  also 
might  have  said :  I  lack  the  power ;  but  by  faith  he 
obeyed,  and  strength  was  given  him  at  the  very 
moment.  Obey  thus,  by  faith  and  in  prayer,  the  first 
command  which  the  Spirit  shall  give  you  at  the  close 
of  this  service.  Do  not  begin  to-morrow,  but  com- 
mence to-day.  If  He  says  to  you  :  Go,  visit  that 
sick  person,  make  this  sacrifice,  renounce  that  scheme, 
— obey  immediately  ;   and   that  first  act  of  docility, 


Our  Duties  towards  the  Holy  Spirit.     65 

that  victory  over  the  flesh,  however  trivial  it  may 
appear,  that  faithfulness  in  a  few  things,  will  increase 
in  you  the  dominion,  and  consequently  the  influence, 
of  the  Spirit.  You  shall  have  authority  over  many 
cities,  according  to  the  teaching  of  the  parable ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  that  victory,  like  every  other  such 
victory,  shall  raise  you  into  a  higher  degree  of 
spiritual  life,  which  will  have  new  duties,  new  diffi- 
culties, but  also  new  powers ;  and  if  you  are  faithful 
in  those  duties,  by  the  use  of  those  powers,  the  Spirit, 
more  deeply  rooted  in  your  heart,  will  extend  His 
action  there,  and  raise  you  to  greater  heights. 

Apart  from  this  insensible  promotion  which  is 
accomplished  by  a  continual  obedience,  I  know  no 
means,  and  there  are  no  means,  of  preserving  and 
increasing  the  life  of  the  Spirit. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  solicitations  of  the  Spirit 
are  either  neglected  or  repulsed,  if  we  voluntarily  allow 
the  existence,  on  one  or  on  many  points,  of  a  dis- 
agreement between  our  will  and  that  of  God,  without 
labouring  energetically  to  destroy  it,  we  grieve  the 
Holy  Spirit.  His  relations  with  the  unfaithful  Chris- 
tian are  weakened ;  His  ties  are  broken,  little  by 
little ;    the    spiritual    life    languishes,    declines,    and 

insensibly  expires.      The   Spirit,   it   is   very   true,   is 

E 
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patient,  for  He  is  the  Spirit  of  a  God  who  is  slow 
to  anger.  He  endures  for  a  long  time,  in  the  heart 
which  He  occupies,  the  presence  of  things  which  are 
repugnant  to  His  holiness.  But  His  patience  is 
not  boundless ;  for  when  He  has  reproved,  waited, 
chastened,  and  issued  orders  which  have  not  been 
heeded,  He  withdraws ;  so  that,  after  having  com- 
menced by  the  Spirit,  such  an  one  ends  by  the  flesh. 
Therefore  each  conscious  act  of  disobedience,  each  act 
of  unfaithfulness,  may  be  the  first  step  leading  to  that 
path  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Yes,  we  may  insensibly,  and  without  raising  the 
suspicions  of  our  Christian  friends,  lose  the  life  of 
the  Spirit,  and  preserve  at  the  same  time  deceitful 
appearances.  For  when  the  Holy  Spirit  withdraws 
from  the  soul,  He  sometimes  allows  the  forms  which 
He  has  created  to  remain.  The  oil  is  exhausted,  but 
the  lamp  is  still  there ;  prayer  is  still  offered,  and  the 
Bible  read ;  the  going  to  church  is  not  given  up,  and, 
to  a  certain  degree,  the  service  is  enjoyed ;  in  a  word, 
religious  habits  are  preserved,  and,  like  the  corpses 
found  at  Pompeii,  which  were  in  a  perfect  state  of 
preservation,  and  in  the  very  position  in  which  death 
had  surprised  them,  but  which  were  reduced  to  ashes 
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by  contact  with  the  air,  so  the  blast  of  trial,  of 
temptation,  or  that  of  the  final  judgment,  will  also 
destroy  those  spiritual  corpses. 

Ihethren,  do  you  deem  me  too  severe?  It  is  not 
I  that  am  severe,  it  is  the  Bible.  When  I  hear  St. 
Paul  say  :  "  But  I  buffet  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
bondage  :  lest  by  any  means,  after  that  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  rejected;"1 
when  I  read  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  :  "  For  as 
touching  those  who  were  once  enlightened,  and  tasted 
of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  .  .  .  and  then  fell  away,  it  is  impossible 
to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance ;  "2  again,  when 
in  the  Epistle  of  Peter  I  read :  "  For  if,  after  they 
have  escaped  the  defilements  of  the  world  through  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  they 
are  again  entangled  therein  and  overcome,  the  last 
state  is  become  worse  with  them  than  the  first;"3 
when  solemn  statements  like  these  confront  me,  I 
feel  constrained  to  cry,  firstly  to  myself,  then  to 
others :  "  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth  take 
heed  lest  he  fall,"4  and  in  order  to  this,  let  him  never 
depart  from  the  path  of  the  Spirit ;  should  he  have 

1  1  Cor.  ix.  27.  '  Eel),  vi.  4-6. 

3  2  Pet.  i.  20.  *  1  Cor.  ix.  12. 
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left  it,  let  him  return  at  any  cost,  and  let  him  walk 
in  the  way  of  humble,  thorough,  and  immediate 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Spirit,  ever  saying 
with  Samuel :  "  Speak,  Lord,  for  Thy  servant  heareth," 
adding  this  other  request :  And  when  I  have  heard, 
give  me  grace  to  obey. 

Such  are  the  conditions  to  which  is  subordinated 
the  progressive  action  of  the  Spirit  in  us.  In  spite  of 
all  my  efforts,  I  fear  that  I  have  dwelt  too  much  on 
the  generalities  of  the  question.  I  would  like  to 
discover  and  to  give  you  a  simple  rule,  which  you 
could  easily  remember,  and  which  could  be  applied  to 
every  action  and  to  every  thought, — a  rule  by  which 
you  could  see,  in  each  particular  circumstance,  what 
your  duty  is  towards  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Might  not  this  be  the  rule  ? — In  all  your  actions, 
words,  and  thoughts,  be  such  as  you  would  wish  to 
be,  such  as  you  would  endeavour  to  be,  were  Jesus 
Christ  present  with  you  in  the  flesh,  and  visible  to 
your  bodily  eye. 

Imagine  yourselves,  in  fact,  favoured  with  a  privi- 
lege similar  to  that  which  the  three  friends  of  Bethany 
enjoyed  on  several  occasions, — I  mean  the  privilege 
of  receiving  the  Son  of  God  under  your  roof,  of 
entertaining  Him  at  your  table,  of  having  Him  pre- 
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sent  at  your  side  in  the  store,  in  your  workshop,  in 
the  street, — in  a  word,  everywhere.  Do  you  not 
think  that  during  that  visit  from  your  Master  your 
life  would  be  very  different  to  what  it  is  ordinarily  ? 
and  can  you  not,  in  the  face  of  that  supposition, 
imagine  what  you  would  do  and  what  you  would 
not  do,  what  you  would  say  and  not  say,  which  the 
thought  that  you  would  repress  and  which  you  would 
cherish  ? 

Would  your  conversations  be  useless  and  mal- 
evolent ?  Would  not  hasty  judgments,  backbitings, 
needless  revelations,  frivolous  talk  and  many  jokes, 
disappear  from  them  ?  Ah !  you  would  fear,  would 
you  not,  to  drive  away  Jesus  Christ  by  such  conduct, 
and  you  would  keep  a  constant  watch  over  your 
words  ?  And  what  you  would  do  for  Jesus  Christ 
in  His  abasement,  would  you  not  do  for  Jesus  in  His 
exaltation, — for  Jesus  dwelling  in  you  as  really,  and 
very  much  more  intimately  than  in  the  days  of  His 
flesh  He  dwelt  with  Zaccheus  the  publican,  or  witli 
the  family  of  Bethany  ? 

Were  Jesus  to  follow  a  certain  sister  into  her 
kitchen,  and  another  into  her  drawing-room;  were 
He  to  be  present  in  the  warehouse  of  this  man,  in 
the   office   or   workshop   of  that  one, — are  there  not 
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many  habits,  many  equivocal  means  of  making  money, 
many  infractions  of  the  law  of  truth  and  other  sins, 
from  which  they  would  refrain  in  His  presence  ? 

Were  He  to  spend  a  Sunday  with  us,  would  we 
take  Him  on  a  journey  by  rail,  or  in  a  carriage,  when 
it  would  be  possible,  at  the  cost  of  some  little  sacrifice, 
to  do  otherwise  ?  Would  we  not  avoid  buying  or 
selling  under  His  eyes  on  that  day  ?  Would  we  not 
also  on  that  day  find  time  to  follow  Him  among  the 
poor,  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  and  wherever  there 
was  good  to  be  done  ?  And  what  you  would  readily 
do  if  Jesus  were  thus  present,  in  order  to  give  Him 
joy,  will  you  not  do  for  the  Holy  Spirit  so  as  not  to 
grieve  Him  ?  You  do  not  surely  imagine  that  there  is 
an  essential  difference  between  the  corporeal  presence 
of  Jesus  and  His  presence  in  your  soul  by  the  Spirit  ? 
To  create  such  a  difference  would  be  to  show  that  you 
have  misunderstood  the  very  first  letter  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ! 

The  rule  just  laid  down  is  good,  brethren,  and  we 
are  bound  to  apply  it  to  our  whole  life.  We  must 
judge  everything  by  this  infallible  criterion.  We 
must  closely  examine  everything,  absolutely  every- 
thing,— in  our  conduct,  in  our  mode  of  life,  in  our 
habits,  in  the   employment  of  our  time,  in  the   use 
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of  our  faculties  and  of  our  earthly  possessions,  in 
our  conversations,  in  our  friendships,  and  in  our  re- 
creations,— and  everything  that  cannot  stand  before 
this  rule  must  be  combated,  changed,  or  faithfully 
abolished. 

Of  all  that  we  have  said,  if  you  only  retain  this 
thought :  I  have  indwelling  in  me  the  Father  of 
Jesus  Christ,  with  all  His  holiness,  and  I  must  con- 
duct myself  in  His  presence  exactly  as  if  I  had  Jesus 
Christ  visibly  before  my  eyes, — you  will  find  how 
many  changes  that  one  thought  will  introduce,  little 
by  little,  in  your  character,  and  in  your  life.  When 
tempted  to  yield  to  impatience,  to  irritation,  to 
murmurings,  or  to  envy,  the  thought  that  you  would 
resist  all  those  carnal  motions  if  Jesus  was  at  your 
side  will  check  you  instantly,  because  you  will  say  to 
yourselves  that  Jesus,  in  fact,  is  there,  and,  what  is 
even  better  than  close  to  you,  that  He  is  in  you. 
When  asked  to  engage  in  any  work  for  God  at  a 
sacrifice  which  will  be  keenly  felt,  though  at  a 
sacrifice  not  above  your  powers ;  when  you  will  have 
certain  reparations,  avowals,  or  apologies  to  make,  or 
any  other  difficult  duty  to  perform, — if  you  feel  any 
hesitation,  just  think  of  the  eagerness  with  which  you 
would  do  these  things  for  a  visible  Jesus,  and  say  to 
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yourselves,  that  you  must  do  them  for  a  Jesus  present 
in  your  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"Would  that  we  had  always  lived  according  to  that 
rule, — in  other  words,  that  we  had  always  walked 
according  to  the  Spirit,  acted  according  to  the  Spirit, 
spoken  according  to  the  Spirit,  thought  according  to 
the  Spirit,  for  we  would  not  have  to  mourn  over  so 
much  languor  and  spiritual  barrenness !  Did  you 
ever  try  to  estimate  how  much  of  the  life  of  the 
Spirit  is  sometimes  lost  in  one  single  conversation  ? 
I  wish  that  it  were  possible  to  have  a  thermometer  of 
the  spiritual  life,  for  we  should  be  often  alarmed  by 
seeing,  at  the  close  of  a  soiree,  for  example,  how  many 
decrees  that  life  had  fallen  !  And  all  the  conversa- 
tions  of  a  month,  of  a  year,  of  what  amount  of  power 
do  they  not  deprive  both  ourselves,  the  Church,  and 
the  kingdom  of  God  ! 

Brethren,  if  this  is  a  fact,  we  must  alter  our  mode 
of  life.  Every  one  must  humble  himself  on  account 
of  the  past,  and  then  set  himself  to  discover  what  is, 
as  far  as  he  is  personally  concerned,  the  particular 
obstacle  to  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit. 
For  this  one  it  is  a  chronic  discontentment,  a  habit  of 
criticising  and  of  fault-finding,  which  grieves  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who   is   the    source   of  brotherly   kindness,  of 
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love,  and  of  endurance.      For  that  one  it  is  a  liking 

for  pleasantry,  a  levity  incompatible  with  the  holiness 

of  God.     The  prayers  of  this  Christian  are  too  full  of 

complaints  and  of  supplications,   they  are   altogether 

void  of  those  thanksgivings  which  expand  the  heart 

while  they  open  it  widely  before  God.     That  brother 

quenches  the  Spirit,  little  by  little,  by  his  inactivity 

in  the  Church,  and  by  burying  the  talent  with  which 

God  had  entrusted  him.     Another  gives  less  of  his 

earthly  goods  than  he  ought,  and  consequently  reaps 

in  spiritual  blessings  much  less  than  he  might.     He 

"  sows  sparingly,  he  reaps  sparingly."     Another  repels 

the  Spirit  by  some  forbidden  thing  which  he  tolerates 

in  himself;  it  may  be  a  want  of  uprightness  and  of 

scrupulous  honesty  in  his  affairs,  or  the    continuous 

and  habitual  transgression  of  a  positive  command,  or 

some  grievance  that  he  refuses  to  forgive  as  Christ 

has  forgiven.      In  fine,  many  Christians  remain  in  a 

itionary  state  of  grace  because  they  neglect  the  study 

of  the  Bible  and  private  prayer;  they  forget  retirement. 

"  Now,"  as  Vinet  said,  "if  it  is  not  good  for  man  that 

he  be  always  alone,  it  is  much  less  good  that  he  should 

never  be  alone."     When   a   man  flees   from   himself, 

so  as  never  to  find  himself,  we  must  not  be  surprised 

that  he  does  not  more  readily  find  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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We  might  point  out  many  other  causes  which 
hinder  the  action  of  the  Spirit  in  our  souls.  Let 
every  man  seek  out  those  which  concern  himself  par- 
ticularly, and,  by  a  faithful  struggle,  let  us  labour  to 
destroy  them.  For,  brethren,  nothing  in  the  future 
must  be  allowed  to  oppose  itself  to  that  action.  We 
must,  by  our  obedience  to  the  Spirit,  attain  unto  the 
grace  of  being  "  filled  with  the  Spirit."  God  expects 
this  from  us.  He  needs  living  Christians.  He  needs 
parents  who  will  bring  up  their  children  under  the 
discipline  of  the  Spirit.  He  needs  young  people 
enflamed  with  the  fire  of  the  Spirit. 

Ye  who  are  members  of  Christian  associations,  and 
ye  who  are  instructors  of  youth,  what  good  would  ye 
do  were  ye  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit ! 

Pastors,  elders,  professors,  deacons,  how  much  more 
powerful  would  be  our  ministry  were  we  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit !  How  much  more  sanctifying  our 
lectures  !  How  much  more  impressive  our  words  ! 
How  much  more  penetrating  our  appeals  !  And  how 
irresistible  our  prayers  ! 

The  Holy  Spirit  must  ascend  into  the  pulpit  with 
us.  He  must  accompany  us  in  our  visits  to  the  sick. 
He  must  speak  by  us  to  sinners.  We  need  Him  in 
our  committee  meetings,  in  the  whole  of  our  admini- 
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stration,  in  each  of  our  schemes,  and  in  all  our 
transactions  !  Without  Him,  sermons,  discourses, 
resolutions,  efforts,  sacrifices,  all  these  shall  be  as 
unfruitful  as  seed  sown  upon  marble  ;  but  if  they 
are  fecundated  by  Him,  the  simplest  word,  the 
feeblest  prayer  will  lead  souls  into  the  new  life. 

And  you,  dear  hearers,  members  or  friends  of  this 
Church,  you  also  must  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
By  Him  you  will  bear  up  on  your  prayers  the  spirit, 
soul,  and  body  of  your  ministers ;  you  will  increase 
their  power  tenfold,  and,  above  all,  you  will  unite 
with  them  in  witnessing  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Evangelical  Church !  hast  thou  not  need  of  a 
renewal  of  the  life  of  the  Spirit?  It  is  not  thy 
independence  of  the  State,  thy  organization  and  thy 
resources,  which  will  preserve  thee  from  decadence 
and  death  if  thou  permittest  the  fire  of  the  Spirit  to 
be  quenched  in  thy  bosom  !  But  if  thou  rekindle  it, 
and  if  thou  entertain  it,  then,  though  feeble  in  the 
eyes  of  men,  fear  not,  for  the  future  belongs  to  the 
principles  which  thou  representest ! 

And,  finally,  ye  defenders  or  disciples  of  the  pure 
gospel  in  Geneva,  do  ye  know  what  the  gospel  needs  ? 
Eloquent  orators,  illustrious  doctors,  rich  men  and 
influential  ?      I   know  not ;    God  knows,  and  should 


76      The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 

these  be  needed,  He  will  know  where  and  how  to 
find  them.  But  this  I  know,  He  needs,  in  the  first 
place,  from  among  all  classes,  men  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  faithful  to  the  Spirit ;  men  who  will 
pray  by  the  Spirit,  and  yield  to  His  voice.  That  is 
what  God  needs.  Let  Him  have  such  men,  were 
they  but  twelve  in  number,  and  Geneva  will  again 
become  a  centre  of  light  and  of  life !  Geneva  will 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  Soman  Catholicism,  or 
from  a  so-called  liberal  Christianity !  Geneva  will 
again  be  Geneva ! 

But  who  will  give  us  such  men  ?  or,  rather,  what 
will  make  us  into  such  men  ?  A  revival !  A  revival 
prepared  from  this  day  by  humble,  quiet,  daily 
obedience,  and  earnestly  sought  by  the  persevering 
prayers  of  every  Christian  ! 

Well,  then,  brethren,  let  us  prepare  for  this  revival ; 
let  us  ask  for  it ;  let  every  one  work  for  it,  and  we 
shall  have  it !  Many  cheering  signs  give  a  firm  hope 
of  our  seeing  that  revival.  Despite  the  painful  scenes 
of  the  present,  the  Christian  must  not  despair  of  the 
future.  The  arm  of  the  Lord  is  not  shortened.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  still  the  power  of  God.  He  is  able  to 
accomplish  the  resurrection  of  our  Churches,  and  of 
the  whole  of  Protestantism.     The    vision   of  Ezekiel 
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may  be  realized  for  us.  In  this  vast  plain,  where,  in 
our  day,  amongst  many  dead  bodies,  there  are  also 
many  living  ones,  do  you  not  hear  as  if  it  were  the 
sound  of  life  entering  into  the  dead  ?  The  dry  bones 
seek  one  another,  they  draw  near  to  each  other,  they 
arise.  New  flesh  covers  them.  Soon  we  shall  have 
only  to  cry  with  the  prophet :  "  Spirit,  Spirit,  come 
from  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and  breathe  upon 
these  dead  bodies,  and  let  them  revive !  "  Let  us 
raise  that  cry,  brethren  ;  let  us  ask  for  a  new  Pente- 
cost ;  let  us  ask  it  for  the  Free  and  for  the  National 
Churches,  for  the  Catholic  Church,  and  for  the  whole 
world  !  Let  us  ask  for  it  in  our  prayer-meetings  and 
in  our  closets ;  let  us  ask  for  it  even  to-day.  0  God  ! 
a  new  Pentecost ;  a  new  Pentecost !     Amen  ! 


fourtb  discourse* 

THE  CROWNING  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

SPIRIT. 

Read— Rom.  viii.  10,  11,  and  17-22  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  35-58  ;  2  Cor.  iii.  18; 
Phil.  iii.  20,  21  ;  Rev.  xxi.  1-7. 


IV. 

THE  CROWNING  OF  THE   WORK  OF  THE 

SPIRIT 

TTTE  have  now  reached  the  last  of  our  discourses 
"  "  upon  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
are,  however,  far  from  having  exhausted  that  great 
and  majestic  subject.  It  might  still  be  considered 
under  other  aspects.  In  fact,  I  have  said  nothing  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  His  relations  with  the  Church,  and 
I  have  kept  within  the  limits  of  a  simple  description 
of  His  work  in  each  individual,  without  speaking  of 
that  winch  He  pursues  in  grouping  believers  together 
for  the  formation,  the  maintenance,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  spiritual  body  of  Christ. 

I  feel  assured  that  you  remember  the  subjects 
treated  in  the  three  preceding  discourses.  After 
calling  your  attention  to  the  lamentable  void  which 
our  Protestant  faith,  in  general,  presented  as  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  endeavoured  to  show 
successively  what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  God,  and  what 
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He  must  have  been  in  the  first  man ;  then  I  showed 
how  He  alone  can  raise  fallen  man,  and  bring  him,  by 
a  gradual  development,  into  his  glorious  destiny,  by 
communicating  the  Divine  life  to  every  part  of  his 
being;  by  imparting  to  his  conscience  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  hatred  of  evil ;  to  his  will,  the  power  of 
repelling  the  one  and  of  accomplishing  the  other ;  to 
his  heart,  love  similar  to  that  which  exists  in  God ; 
and  to  his  mind,  Christian  truth  by  means  of  the 
Bible  and  of  experience. 

Our  first  discourse  should  therefore  have  proved 
the  indispensable  necessity  for  man  to  possess  the 
Spirit  in  order  to  be  saved.  Hoping  that  this  end 
had  been  attained,  I  reminded  you,  in  my  second 
discourse,  of  the  glorious  and  certain  promise  made  to 
all  who  sincerely  desire  and  ask  for  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit.  Lastly,  we  reviewed  together  our  duties 
towards  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  necessity  of 
observing  them  faithfully,  so  that  •  His  sanctifying 
action  might  increase  instead  of  decreasing. 

It  remains  for  us  now  to  speak  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  body,  and  of  the  glorification  of  the  believer,  a 
work  which  Scripture  also  attributes  to  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

The  Holy  Spirit  aims  at  leading  the  whole  man  to 
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perfection.  Now,  according  to  the  Bible,  man  is 
composed  of  three  elements :  spirit,  soul,  and  body. 
It  is  therefore  to  the  perfection  of  the  spirit,  by  the 
full  communication  of  truth ;  to  the  perfection  of  the 
soul,  by  the  full  communication  of  virtue  (Men)  ;  to 
the  perfection  of  the  body,  or  to  its  incorruptibility, 
by  the  full  communication  of  life,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  must  gradually  elevate  man. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  first  two  parts  of 
this  work  as  developed  here  below.  Their  real  end 
is  attained  only  in  another  economy.  For  as  long  as 
the  Christian  is  upon  this  earth,  his  spirit  is  far  from 
possessing  all  truth ;  he  does  not  possess  it  in  its 
entirety,  nor  is  it  free  from  alloy ;  for,  as  Vinet  said : 
"  When  one  possesses  not  the  whole  of  life,  one 
cannot  possess  the  whole  of  truth."  The  soul  of  man 
is  also  at  a  great  distance  from  moral  perfection, 
whatever  the  degree  of  sanctification  it  may  have 
attained.  Even  unto  the  end  in  many  things  it  will 
stumble. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  happiness  of  the 
Christian  here  below  is  always  mixed  with  sadness. 
But  let  us,  for  an  instant,  suppose  that  these  first 
two  parts  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit  were  altogether 
perfected    upon    the    earth,   there    would    always    be 
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wanting  the  third  part,  that  which  relates  to  the 
body,  and  which  must  liberate  man  from  the  con- 
sequences of  sin  by  communicating  unto  him  incor- 
ruptible life. 

Thus  salvation,  from  this  third  point  of  view,  is 
not  complete  in  our  present  state.  The  Christian  is 
still  in  expectation,  and,  as  Paul  writes  in  the  eighth 
chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Eomans,  we  who  "  have 
the  first-fruits  of  the  Spirit,  ...  we  groan,  .  .  . 
waiting  for  .  .  .  the  redemption  of  our  body  (that 
is  to  say,  entire  enfranchisement) ;  for  by  hope  were 
we  saved."1  In  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Second 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  we  find  a  similar  state- 
ment :  "  Eor  verily  in  this  we  groan,  longing  to  be 
clothed  upon  with  our  habitation  (that  is  to  say,  our 
body)  which  is  from  heaven.  Eor  indeed  we  that  are 
in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened."2 

Does  the  importance  here  given  to  the  body  sur- 
prise you?  Most  certainly  it  does  not  agree  with 
some  of  the  ideas  which  certain  Christians  have  often 
formed  concerning  it.  "Whilst  the  world,  and  especially 
materialists,  attribute  to  it  a  role,  which  sets  aside  that 
of  the  Spirit,  other  men  easily  rush  into  another 
extreme,   and   profess   a  disdain  for  the  body,  and  a 

1  Vv.  23,  24.  2  Vv.  2-4. 
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contempt,  which,  moreover,  are  often  belied  in  practice. 
Now  the  body  has  deserved 

"Neither  that  excess  of  praise,  nor  that  contempt," 

and  the  Bible  everywhere  holds  between  these  two 
equally  erroneous  extremes  an  admirable  mean,  which 
forms  one  of  the  internal  proofs  of  its  inspiration. 

If  this  depreciation  of  the  body  were  in  conformity 
to  the  truth,  it  would  be  impossible  to  understand  the 
necessity,  or  even  the  utility,  of  the  resurrection. 
Why,  in  fact,  should  the  soul  be  constrained,  when 
happy  and  free,  to  re-enter  an  organism  which  can 
only  restrain  it  in  its  emotions  and  imprison  its  life  ? 
On  the  contrary,  according  to  the  ideas  which  the 
Bible  gives  us  of  the  body,  the  resurrection  is  not 
merely  useful,  but  it  is  also  indispensable  to  the  life 
of  the  soul  and  to  the  complete  happiness  of  man. 
The  body  is,  as  much  as  the  spirit  and  the  soul,  a 
work  of  God,  made  with  wisdom,  like  all  His  works  ; 
it  is  the  instrument  of  the  soul  and  of  the  spirit. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  body  is  not  now  such 
as  the  Creator  willed  it  to  be.  Taken  from  the  dust, 
and  consequently  earthly  and  corruptible,  the  body  of 
Adam  would  have  undergone  an  insensible  and  gradual 
transformation,   which    would   have    rendered    it   im- 
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mortal.  By  a  growing  union  with  the  spirit  of  man, 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  have  communicated  the 
Divine  life  not  only  to  the  soul,  but  through  the  soul 
to  the  body,  and  that  life  would  have  changed  this 
material  organism  without  having  made  it  pass  through 
death ;  an  insensible  work  would  have  been  wrought, 
such  as  that  which,  in  the  last  day,  will  be  suddenly 
wrought  in  the  witnesses  of  the  appearing  of  Jesus 
Christ.  This  work  of  glorification  once  accomplished, 
men,  without  doubt,  would  have  been  taken  up  into 
heaven,  one  after  another,  like  Enoch,  Elijah,  and 
Jesus  Christ.  The  invasion  of  evil  has  prevented  the 
realization  of  that  plan.  The  rupture  of  the  relations 
between  the  Spirit  of  God  and  man  has  arrested  this 
current  of  Divine  life,  which  from  the  spirit  circulated 
into  the  soul,  and  through  the  soul  into  the  body,  in 
order  to  its  transformation.  Hence  the  body  has  not 
only  been  raised  to  the  superior  life  to  which  it  was 
first  destined,  but,  invaded  by  the  principle  of  death, 
it  is  condemned  to  a  slow  and  painful  disorganization : 
"  Dust  thou  art ;  to  dust  shalt  thou  return." 

But  salvation  must  repair  that  which  the  sin  of 
man  had  impaired.  The  original  plan  of  God  must 
be  resumed  and  realized  in  its  every  part.  Nothing 
has  been  subtracted  from  it,  and  the  redemption  which 
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is  through  Jesus  Christ  must  equal  and  even  surpass 
in  glory  the  state  of  things  existing  before  the  fall. 
The  body,  therefore,  is  also  the  object  of  the  love  of 
God  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  as  such  it  participates  in 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  called,  as  well  as 
the  spirit  and  the  soul,  to  eternal  life ;  for  without  it 
the  life  of  man,  and  consequently  his  felicity,  would 
not  possess  all  its  fulness.  But  the  means  of  attaining 
this  end  are  changed  because  of  sin.  Sin  has  rooted 
itself  too  strongly  in  the  body  for  the  Spirit  to  meta- 
morphose it  without  violent  crises.  It  must  be 
decomposed  by  death,  in  order  that  the  Divine  power 
may  draw  from  it  a  new  body,  which  will  be  to  the 
old  what  the  plant  is  to  the  seed  from  which  it 
proceeded. 

Thus,  when  all  who  are  to  be  brought  to  eternal 
life  shall  have  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  when  the 
family  of  God  shall  be  complete,  and  the  work  of 
salvation  finished,  Jesus  Christ  will  come  again,  and 
at  His  coming  all  who  died  in  Him  will  leave  their 
graves ;  death  will  give  up  its  victims ;  those  who  are 
living  will  be  changed,  and  all,  clothed  with  a  body 
similar  to  that  which  Christ  possesses  in  glory,  will  be 
transported  together  to  the  eternal  mansions  on  high. 

Of  what  substance  shall  this  body  be  ?    What  shall 
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be  its  properties  ?  The  answer  to  these  questions  is 
difficult.  In  this,  as  in  everything  relating  to  the 
future,  we  are  surrounded  with  mystery.  Our  ex- 
perience knows  only  those  bodies  in  which  sin  dwells  ; 
it  is  therefore  impossible  for  us  to  form  a  correct  idea, 
and  much  less  to  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  that 
body  which  is  reserved  for  us.  St.  Paul  styles  this 
one  "  the  body  of  our  humiliation,"  that  one  he  calls 
the  "  glorified  body."  Elsewhere  he  tells  us  that  the 
new  body  will  be  a  "  spiritual  body,"  that  is  to  say,  a 
body  which  will  be  penetrated  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  by 
this  very  means  it  will  be  incorruptible,  seeing  that  it 
will  be  altogether  filled  with  the  Divine  life,  and  thus 
exempt  from  all  change,  disorganization,  suffering,  and 
death.  Finally, — and  this  is  almost  beyond  our  com- 
prehension, —  when  in  perfect  resubjection  to  the 
Spirit,  it  will  become  His  perfect  and  docile  instru- 
ment, yielding  to  His  every  wish,  executing  all  His 
commands,  and  that  in  such  a  way  that  none  of  the 
laws  of  this  present  world,  such  as  those  of  gravity 
or  impenetrability,  will  be  able  to  hinder  it  in  its 
service.  All  our  senses  will  be  brought  to  perfection, 
and  new  ones  given  to  us  to  put  us  in  communication 
with  the  invisible  world  of  spirits.  The  body  of  the 
Christian  will  therefore  have  all  the  properties  of  that 
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of  Christ's  after  His  resurrection,  and  may  even  possess 
others  similar  to  those  which  the  body  of  the  Master 
has  acquired  by  its  ascension  to  glory. 

After  this,  the  exaltation  of  the  Church,  and  the 
glorification  of  each  of  its  members,  will  take  place. 
The  work  of  illumination  and  of  sanctification  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  be  completed.  All  the  fulness  of 
Christ  shall  dwell  in  the  Christian,  and  as  all  the 
fulness  of  God  dwells  in  Christ,  God  shall  be  all  in 
the  Christian.  God  will  dwell  wholly  in  man  without 
ceasing  to  be  distinct  from  man,  and  man  will  dwell 
wholly  in  God  without  ceasing  to  be  distinct  from 
God. 

God,  I  say,  according  to  St.  Paul,1  shall  dwell 
wholly  in  each  man.  He  will  be  wholly  in  his  spirit, 
to  which  He  will  communicate  truth  in  all  its  fulness. 
It  will  be  an  initiation  into  all  mystery ;  the  solution 
of  every  problem  will  be  given ;  the  answer  to  every 
"  why  "  and  "  how  "  which  trouble  and  rend  our  poor 
puny  minds  by  the  anguish  which  they  cause  us. 
The  plan  of  God,  in  its  majestic  ensemble,  and  in  its 
most  minute  details,  such  as  it  has  been  unfolded 
through  the  ages,  embracing  the  life  of  worlds  in  their 
history,    the    history   of   our  humanity,    and    in    the 

1  1  Cor.  xv.  28. 


90     The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 

history  of  our  humanity,  our  own  history, — that  plan, 
with  its  infinite  combinations,  the  very  thought  of 
which  gives  us  vertigo,  will  be  revealed,  explained, 
and  unfolded  before  the  glorified  Christian,  who  shall 
eternally  find  in  it  matter  for  adoration.  "  We  shall 
know  as  we  are  known."  "  We  shall  see  face  to 
face."  We  shall  know  the  relations  existing  between 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit;  we  shall  know  the  origin 
and  history  of  the  angels ;  we  shall  see  those  legions 
of  the  ministers  of  the  Lord,  those  principalities,  those 
powers,  all  that  celestial  army  which  sung  at  the 
creation  of  the  world,  at  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
at  our  own  spiritual  birth.  The  mystery  of  the  con- 
ciliation between  the  sovereignty  of  God  and  the 
liberty  of  man  shall  be  cleared  up  ;  that  of  the  heredi- 
tary transmission  of  sin,  and  so  many  other  vexing 
problems  which  torture  our  mind.  There  will  be  no 
more  errors,  no  uncertainties,  no  hesitations,  no  doubts  ! 
Light,  all  light,  shall  inundate  our  mind,  because  God 
shall  be  wholly  therein  ! 

God  will,  in  the  same  way,  be  all  in  our  soul,  and 
His  presence  will  reproduce  in  it  all  His  holiness. 
There  will  be  no  more  sin  !  No  more  sin !  0  my 
God !  what  a  relief !  When,  cast  down  under  the 
weight  of  my  misery,  at  the  oft-repeated  discoveries 
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of  the  hateful  sentiments  of  my  heart,  I  think  of  this 
heaven  to  which  Thy  grace  invites  me,  ah  !  that 
which  creates  most  joy  in  my  heart,  is  less  the  thought 
that  I  will  no  longer  be  in  ignorance,  than  that  I  shall 
no  longer  offend  Thee  !  Thou  shalt  be  fully  glorified 
in  Thy  child  and  by  Thy  child !  No  more  painful 
contrast  between  knowledge  and  obedience  !  Nothing 
more  of  the  old  man  !  The  centre  of  our  life  shall  be 
definitely  and  completely  in  Thee,  without  our  ever 
being  tempted  to  replace  it  in  ourselves !  Holiness 
unto  the  Lord, — those  words  which  shall  no  longer  be 
read  on  the  forehead,  as  they  were  under  the  Old 
Covenant,  but  in  the  heart, — those  words  shall  be  the 
correct  expression  of  the  state  of  the  soul ;  and  in  that 
soul  where  Thy  image  shall  be  reflected,  we  shall  no 
longer  behold  those  inclinations,  those  sentiments, 
those  motions  which  humiliate,  none  of  those  stains 
which  produce  a  blush  ;  we  shall  see  Thee,  none  but 
Thee,  with  all  Thy  holiness  and  all  Thy  love ! 

Yes,  all  Thy  love  !  The  Holy  Spirit  will  shed  it 
all  abroad  in  our  hearts ;  and  just  as  we  shall  know 
as  we  have  been  known,  we  shall  love  as  we  have 
been  loved  !  As  God  is  love,  the  glorified  Christian 
will  be  love  :  love  for  God,  love  for  the  happy  beings 
who  are  with  him  in  God. 
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Finally,  God  shall  be  wholly  in  our  body,  and  that 
indwelling  shall  communicate  immortality  to  the  body. 
No  more  pain,  no  more  sickness,  no  more  parting, 
no  more  mourning  !  Death  will  be  no  more  !  Every 
tear  shall  be  wiped  away ! 

And  God  will  be  all  this  in  all,  so  that  there  will 
be  between  all  the  most  complete  unity,  without  uni- 
formity or  monotony.  They  will  be  all  one  between 
themselves,  as  they  will  be  one  in  God.  No  more 
rivalry,  no  more  discussion,  no  more  envy,  no  more 
jealousy  I  but  one  heart,  one  soul,  one  thought ! 
There  will  be  from  one  to  the  other,  and  from  all  to 
God,  as  from  God  to  each,  an  eternal  flux  and  reflux 
of  love  and  of  life,  and  each  shall  be  enriched  by  the 
graces  of  all ! 

Thus  order  will  be  re-established :  order  between 
all  the  elements  of  man ;  order  between  man  and  God ; 
order  among  all  men. 

In  the  first  place,  order  among  all  the  elements  of 
man :  the  Spirit  of  God  reigning  freely  over  the  spirit 
of  man,  through  the  spirit  upon  the  soul,  through 
the  soul  upon  the  body,  and  this  order  producing 
peace  and  joy '  Then  order  among  all,  bringing 
forth  harmony ;  and  all  this  constituting  supreme 
felicity !     Oh,   there    will   be    at    the    right  hand  of 
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God  pleasures  for  evermore,  pleasures  of  which  the 
man  who  is  without  God  can  form  no  conception,  but 
which  he  who  makes  it  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
Master's  will  can  foresee,  in  a  sufficient  though 
comparatively  feeble  light ! 

And  nature  shall  have  her  part  in  that  felicity ! 
How  ?  In  what  measure  ?  I  know  not ;  God  knows. 
But  we  are  told  most  positively  that  nature  also 
groans  and  sighs  on  account  of  that  abasement  to 
which  the  sin  of  man  has  reduced  her,  and  that  she 
waits  with  impatience  the  manifestation  of  the  children 
of  God,  so  as  to  be  delivered  from  corruption  and 
attain  unto  their  glorious  liberty. 

And  all  that  will  be  for  ever  and  ever!  Time  will  no 
longer  exist  to  dull,  weaken,  or  destroy  that  blessed- 
ness !  Time  shall  be  no  more,  and  thus  the  work  of 
God  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  completed  by  that  of 
the  Spirit,  shall  be  henceforth  perfect  and  unchangeable. 

0  my  God !  in  presence  of  this  prospect,  which  the 
tongue  of  man  cannot  express,  what  shall  Thy  children 
say  to  Thee  ?  They  worship  Thee.  Who  are  we, 
Lord,  to  receive  such  blessings  ?  What  grace,  that 
children  of  wrath  should  be  the  objects  of  so  great  a 
love !  0  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  blessed 
be  Thou  for  ever  and  ever  ! 


94     The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 

Blessed  be  Thou,  0  Father,  that,  after  having 
created  us  into  Thine  own  image  and  likeness,  not 
using  the  right  which  sin  gave  Thee,  Thou  hast  con- 
ceived the  project  of  exalting  instead  of  annihilating 
us  !  Thou  hast  laboured  in  this  with  a  wisdom,  a 
perseverance,  a  power,  and  an  inexhaustible  goodness, 
which  our  feeble  thought  can  but  dimly  comprehend ! 

Blessed  be  Thou,  0  Son,  because  Thou  didst  con- 
sent, through  love  for  us,  to  the  immense  sacrifice 
which  this  exaltation  demanded !  To  Thee,  Lamb  of 
God,  Who  didst  die  to  give  us  life,  belong,  through  all 
ages,  dominion,  honour,  power,  and  thanksgiving  !  It 
is  by  Thy  expiatory  death  that  heaven  is  again  open 
to  us,  that  access  to  Divine  grace  is  restored,  and  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  given ! 

Blessed  be  Thou,  0  Holy  Spirit,  for  that  Thou 
makest  of  our  soul  a  temple  of  God,  Thy  temple,  not- 
withstanding the  pollutions  which  these  hearts  still 
contain !  How  often  have  we  grieved  Thee  !  How 
often  have  we  profaned  this  inner  sanctuary !  Oh, 
continue,  continue  Thy  work!  Operate  powerfully 
in  our  souls !  Use  Thou  to  this  end  Thy  servant's 
feeble  work,  and  grant  that  the  words  Thou  Thyself 
hast  inspired  may  bring  forth  souls  unto  life ! 

Apply  these  instructions  to  our  every  heart,  accord- 


The  Crowning  of  the  Work  of  the  Spirit.     95 

ing  to  the  need  which  Thou  seest !  There  are  here 
persons  who  already  know  Thee  ;  oh,  grant  that  they 
may  possess  Thee  more  fully!  Become  more  and 
more  the  Master  of  their  soul,  and,  above  everything 
else,  may  they  dread  to  diminish,  by  their  unfaithful- 
ness, Thy  sweet  and  beneficial  influence  !  Evermore 
penetrated  with  the  thought  of  Thy  work,  may  they, 
with  the  fullest  conviction,  be  able  to  say :  I  believe 
in  the  Holy  Ghost ! 

Thou  knowest  that  there  are  others  who  desire 
Thee.  They  have  long  waited  for  Thee ;  hasten,  0  God, 
the  fulfilling  of  their  desire.  Nevertheless,  Thy  will  be 
done!  It  is  good;  and  if  Thou  wouldst  put  their 
patience  to  a  longer  trial,  teach  them  not  to  doubt 
Thy  faithfulness;  say  to  them  again,  every  day:  "If 
He  tarry,  wait  for  Him :  He  will  come." 

Finally,  Lord,  Thou  knowest  that  there  are  persons 
here  who  neither  possess  the  Spirit,  nor  the  sincere 
desire  of  receiving  Him.  To  this  Spirit  of  holiness, 
they  prefer  the  spirit  of  the  world,  the  spirit  of  the 
rebel-angel,  sin,  which  is  dragging  them  towards  hell, 
and  which  abases  rather  than  ennobles  them  !  Oh, 
show  them  the  folly  of  their  preference  !  Eend  the 
lying  veil  which  screens  the  hideous  face  of  that  which 
they    call    happiness !       Trouble    their    false    peace ! 
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Shatter,  one  after  another,  all  the  worm-eaten  stays 
on  which  they  rest  their  deceiving  hopes  !  Pursue 
them  with  Thy  arrows  !  Let  it  be  hard  for  them  to 
kick  against  the  pricks  !  And,  finally,  humbled,  rent, 
conquered,  broken,  if  need  be,  may  they  cry  for  mercy, 
and  accept  as  a  means  of  deliverance  that  which  Jesus 
offers  them:  on  the  one  hand,  the  forgetfulness  of 
the  past ;  on  the  other,  the  Holy  Spirit,  Author,  and 
Pledge  of  a  new  future.     So  let  it  be ! 


ffiftb  discourse. 

THE  SIN  AGAINST  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

' '  Then  was  brought  unto  Him  one  possessed  with  a  devil,  blind,  and 
dumb  :  and  He  healed  him,  insomuch  that  the  dumb  man  spake 
and  saw.  And  all  the  multitudes  were  amazed,  and  said,  Is  this 
the  son  of  David  ?  But  when  the  Pharisees  heard  it,  they  said, 
This  man  doth  not  cast  out  devils,  but  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of 
the  devils.  And  knowing  their  thoughts,  He  said  unto  them,  .  .  . 
He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me  ;  and  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  me  scattereth.  Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  every  sin  and 
blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven  unto  men ;  but  the  blasphemy 
against  the  Spirit  shall  not  be  forgiven.  And  whosoever  shall 
speak  a  word  against  the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him  ; 
but  whosoever  shall  speak  against  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  shall  not  be 
forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come." 
—Matt.  xii.  22-32. 
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THE  SIN  AGAINST  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

TflHE  New  Testament  is  sometimes  very  imperfectly 
understood.  Men  know  not  how  to  look  at  its 
fearful  side,  and  when  but  one  Divine  perfection  has 
been  spoken  of,  the  love  of  God,  they  observe  with 
alarm  the  deplorable  consequences  of  such  one-sided 
teaching,  they  are  filled  with  dread,  and  cry  out  that 
there  must  be  a  return  to  the  teaching  of  the  law ; 
they  dream  of  a  going  back  again  to  the  Old  Testa- 
ment ;  they  meditate  upon  a  kind  of  arbitrary  restora- 
tion, as  if  it  were  possible  or  allowable  to  annul  Jesus 
Christ;  and  they  seem  to  wish  that  Mount  Horeb 
would  drown  in  the  roar  of  its  thunders  the  voice 
which  comes  to  us  from  Golgotha. 

Why  rush  so  suddenly  from  one  extreme  into 
another  ?  Do  you  want  to  re-establish  the  disturbed 
equilibrium  ?  You  do  well ;  but  why  go  so  far  to 
seek  the  necessary  counterpoise  ?  If  the  New  Testa- 
ment  contains   promises  more    touching,  it  has   also 
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threatenings  altogether  more  formidable  than  the  Old  ! 
If  it  contains  that  which  can  most  fully  reassure  truly 
penitent  souls,  it  is  not  lacking  that  which  can  terrify 
careless  hearts  !  I  ask  you,  Where  can  you  find  a 
document  more  in  conformity  with  your  design  than 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ?  Where  words  so  alarm- 
ing as  those  which  I  have  just  read  ?  Does  the  Old 
Testament  reveal  the  existence  of  an  unpardonable 
sin  ?  Is  it  one  of  those  declarations  which,  by  a 
species  of  apparent  contradiction,  points  out  to  us  a 
limit  in  the  redeeming  efficacy  of  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  ? 

I  therefore  think  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  ask 
the  Old  Testament  for  a  preservative  against  the  abuse 
of  the  New  !  I  see  this  preservative  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment itself,  and  it  is,  for  example,  the  threat  of  that 
mysterious  sin  which  is  called  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

In  approaching  this  subject,  I  cannot  tell  all  I  feel, 
brethren.  How  many  difficulties  I  shall  have  to 
encounter !  What  a  fearful  responsibility  for  us ! 
Never,  perhaps,  have  I  experienced  such  anxiety  in 
entering  this  pulpit!  Brethren,  pray  for  him  who 
speaks  to  you;  but  pray  especially  for  those — 
there   are   certainly  some   present — whom   God  sees 
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in  danger  of  one  day  committing  the  most  fearful  of 
crimes. 


In  order  to  help  us  to  discover  the  nature  of  the 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  have  something  more 
than  abstract  statements — we  have  facts.  The  words 
of  Jesus  Christ  having  for  an  explicatory  commentary 
the  sentiments  of  the  Pharisees  who  provoked  them, 
an  analysis  of  their  dispositions  and  of  their  sin  will 
be  the  best  means  of  establishing  the  character  of  the 
unpardonable  sin. 

The  opposition  and  the  antipathy  of  the  Pharisees 
did  not  date  from  the  day  when  Jesus  Christ  in  their 
presence  cured  an  unhappy  demoniac.  They  dated 
farther  back.  Nevertheless,  at  the  beginning  of  the  life 
of  the  Saviour  their  responsibility  was  relatively  small. 
It  was  possible  that  the  nature  and  Divine  mission  of 
Jesus  might  not  have  been  very  evident.  Had  not 
John  the  Baptist  himself  experienced  a  momentary 
doubt  ?  Stripped  of  His  glory,  and  subjected  to  the 
condition  of  man,  Jesus,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jews,  was 
at  first  only  a  sage ;  hence  He  said  nothing  more 
than :  "  Happy  is   he  who   is   not   offended   in   Me." 
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To  reject  Him  as  a  sage  was,  then,  to  reject  and 
blaspheme  the  Son  of  man ;  it  was  not  yet  the  reject- 
ing of  God  Himself.  The  sin  committed  was  only 
that  of  relative  ignorance,  and  was  within  the  limits 
of  pardon.  Such  was  the  sin  of  the  Jews  when,  with 
a  certain  disdain,  they  said :  "  Is  not  this  the  son  of 
the  carpenter  ? "  "  He  eats  and  drinks."  Such  was 
the  sin  of  His  executioners,  whom,  according  to  Jesus' 
own  statement,  knew  not  what  they  did  in  nailing 
Him  to  the  cross :  "  Father,  forgive  them,  they  know 
not  what  they  do."  Such  was,  finally,  the  sin  of  him 
who  called  himself  a  blasphemer,  but  who  did  it 
through  ignorance — I  mean  Saul  of  Tarsus. 

But  this  relative  ignorance,  and,  consequently,  this 
relative  irresponsibility,  were  not  to  be  lasting.  In 
the  presence  of  facts  such  as  that  of  the  cure  of  the 
demoniac,  it  was  impossible  for  a  doubt  still  to  sub- 
sist. The  divinity  of  Jesus'  mission  shone  forth  too 
powerfully  in  this  great  deliverance  to  allow  the 
Pharisees  to  hesitate  any  longer  about  receiving  His 
words.  The  necessary  conditions  of  evidence  were 
realized.  The  natural  conscience  and  reason,  the 
character  and  life  of  the  Saviour,  His  merciful  and 
almighty  acts, — all  spoke  in  His  favour.  To  this 
testimony  the  Holy  Spirit  added  His,  by  means  of 
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inward  affirmations,  and  a  force  of  persuasion  that  the 
Jews  had  not  yet  felt  to  that  degree.  The  multitudes, 
in  fact,  were  deeply  moved.  Conviction  sprung  up  in 
their  hearts.  Glad  to  abandon  a  painful  incertitude, 
the  witnesses  of  that  scene,  in  a  transport  of  enthu- 
siasm, exclaim:  "Is  this  the  son  of  David?"  (or,  Is 
not  this  the  son  of  David  ?).  God  has  won  the  day  ; 
God  has  triumphed.  There  was  a  moment  when  it 
might  have  been  expected  that  the  Pharisees  would 
have  surrendered.  But,  alas !  they  would  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  repudiating  the  past,  of 
humbling  themselves  on  account  of  their  long  resist- 
ance, and  of  abdicating  in  favour  of  Jesus  Christ, — 
things  which  they  could  not  resolve  to  do.  What 
means  could  they  use,  therefore,  to  get  rid  of  proofs 
so  overwhelming,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  necessity 
of  believing,  and  to  lay  hold  again  of  the  authority 
which  was  slipping  through  their  hands  ?  To  deny 
the  fact  was  simply  impossible !  But  they  will  put 
an  interpretation  upon  it !  An  idea  truly  odious  and 
satanic :  they  will  ascribe  this  fact  to  Satan !  These 
miserable  men  will  say  that  Jesus  expelled  the  demon 
by  the  power  of  the  devil !  This  was  both  false  and 
absurd ;  but  what  did  it  matter  ?  Reason,  which 
exacts  everything  in  order  to  believe,  is  pleased  with 
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anything  in  order  to  deny.  What  did  it  signify,  as 
long  as  they  succeeded  in  stifling,  both  in  their  own 
heart  and  in  that  of  the  Jews,  the  rising  germ  of 
faith  ?  Their  cause  must  be  upheld,  even  though  the 
souls  of  men,  and  especially  their  own,  should  be  lost ! 
They  chose  a  wilfully  erroneous  faith  rather  than  the 
faith. 

Such  is  the  history  and  the  essence  of  their  crime. 
To  sum  up  :  A  conscious  resistance  —  prolonged, 
hateful,  and  diabolically  missionary  —  to  the  most 
complete  revelations  of  God ;  a  resistance  ending  in 
arguments,  in  sophistical  and  blasphemous  defeats, 
which  give  the  last  death-blow  to  all  moral  sense  and 
to  all  religious  receptivity  in  their  souls. 

I  said,  a  conscious  resistance :  the  Pharisees  were, 
in  fact,  acting  in  cold  blood.  They  knew  what  they 
wanted ;  and  it  was  not  of  them  that  Jesus  said  : 
"  They  know  not  what  they  do." 

A  prolonged  resistance :  God  had  exercised  patience 
towards  them ;  He  did  not  withdraw  Himself  at  the 
first,  nor  at  the  tenth  refusal.  Eunning  parallel  with 
the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  their  opposition  did 
nothing  but  increase,  ever  becoming  more  venomous. 

A  hateful  resistance:  it  was  the  very  person  of  Jesus 
that  they  detested  as  the  obstacle  to  their  ambition. 
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A  diabolically  missionary  resistance :  not  content 
with  losing  themselves,  they  took  pleasure  in  ruining 
the  souls  of  others. 

Finally,  a  resistance  to  the  most  abundant  light. 
Favoured,  in  fact,  with  a  threefold  revelation, — that  of 
the  Father,  by  means  of  nature,  conscience,  and  the 
Old  Testament ;  that  of  the  Son,  by  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel;  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  whose  inward 
solicitations  they  had  just  been  the  objects, — "  en- 
lightened "  from  on  high,  invited  to  "  taste  of  the 
heavenly  gift  and  the  powers  of  the  age  to  come," 
they  willingly  closed  their  eyes  to  that  triple  and 
perfect  light,  successively  exhausted  all  the  grace  of 
God,  violated  their  conscience,  and  destroyed  in  their 
soul  that  primary  soil  of  sincerity,  that  substratum  of 
honesty  without  which  faith  cannot  take  birth. 


II. 


You  feel  more  at  ease,  brethren !  That  analysis 
reassures  you.  Anxious,  perhaps,  when  we  began,  you 
now  feel  that  you  are  sheltered  from  such  a  crime, 
and  are  rid  of  a  frightful  nightmare ! 

God   grant   that   I   may  succeed  in   destroying  or 
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preventing  unfounded  anxieties !  I  do  not  conceal 
it,  my  first  object  is  to  reassure  those  who  need  to  be 
comforted. 

Each  of  us  has  met  with  such  anxious,  timorous 
souls,  prompted  to  analyses  which  I  once  called  vivi- 
sections, and  who,  crushed  under  the  weight  of  their 
sins,  are  sometimes  the  victims  of  menacing  beset- 
ments.  With  some  tendency  to  hypochondria,  incorrect 
notions  on  the  unpardonable  sin  will  suffice  to  make 
the  most  devoted  Christian  become  a  prey  to  torturing 
anxieties. 

What   is   to    be   done  in   such   a  case?     Discuss, 

sermonize?      'Tis    here    that    we    shall    require    the 

greatest  discernment.     In  certain  cases  the  physician, 

but  a  Christian  physician,  is  in  fact  more  needed  than 

the   pastor,  and  medical  treatment  will  prove   more 

opportune  than  a  sermon !     Turn  your  attention  away 

from  the  soul  for  the  time  being,  and  give  all  your 

care  to  the  nervous  system.     Let  me  be  understood, 

however ;  by  "  turning  your  attention  away  from  the 

soul,"  I   do  not   mean  that  it  must  be  forgotten  or 

neglected,   but   simply   that,   instead   of   resorting    to 

discussion,    the    sole    effect    of    which    would    be    to 

transform  into  a  fixed  idea  that  which  at  present  is 

merely  a  floating  thought,  and  to  provoke  a  mental 
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disease  where  there  is  now  only  a  passing  ailment, — 
what  is  necessary  in  such  a  case  is,  along  with 
physical  treatment,  to  pray  for  and  with  such  persons, 
and  perhaps  also  to  sing  with  them. 

In  other  cases,  however,  we  should  seek  to  rectify 
mistaken  notions.  We  should  say,  leaning  upon  this 
history  of  the  Pharisees,  that  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  not  a  unique  and  isolated  action,  a  thought- 
less word,  an  error  of  imprudence  or  weakness,  an 
accidental  fall  in  a  contest  with  a  vice,  that  it  is 
not,  in  a  word,  any  one  particular  sin ;  but  the  con- 
summation of  a  state  of  resistance,  not  only  against 
the  preaching  of  man,  but  especially  against  the 
reiterated  calls  of  the  Spirit ;  that  it  is  the  obstinate 
and  absolute  refusal  of  conversion,  or,  according  to  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  after  a  commencement  of 
Christian  life,  a  total  and  final  apostasy,  brought  about 
by  a  decided  preference  for  the  ways  of  evil. 

Say  that,  in  these  two  cases,  there  is  never  a 
carrying  away,  nor  a  surprise,  nor  a  kind  of  fascina- 
tion, that  diabolical  betwitching  which  conceals  the 
snare ;  but  that  there  is  reflection,  a  perfect  lucidity, 
sometimes  even  a  prolonged  and  calm  meditation, — in 
a  word,  a  fixed  will  and  a  wilfully  erroneous  faith. 

Let  it  be  understood,  also,  that  instead  of  that  acute 
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pain,  those  keen  regrets,  and  those  strong  desires  for 
deliverance,  in  which,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the 
contrary,  there  remains  some  love  to  God,  he  who  has 
committed  the  unpardonable  sin,  when  feelings  of 
remorse  come  upon  him,  is  sensible  of  nothing  but  of 
repulsion  and  antipathy  to  God,  and  soon  of  a  hatred 
which  leads  him  to  curse,  to  blaspheme, — openly  or 
secretly,  it  matters  little :  that  depends  upon  plans 
and  circumstances, — then  that  feeling  leads  him  to 
propagate  incredulity,  by  instilling  at  his  pleasure 
uncertainty  and  doubt  into  the  soul  of  believers. 

In  fine,  tell  those  souls  that  are  haunted  by  this 
phantom  that  they  must  repulse  it  as  one  would  repel 
a  temptation,  that  they  must  say  to  that  evil  thought : 
"  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan ;"  for  if  that  thought  can 
be  sometimes  the  result  of  isolation  and  of  Christian 
inactivity,  or  the  effect  of  a  momentary  chastening 
from  God,  it  is  more  frequently  a  snare  in  which  the 
adversary  seeks  to  allure  the  souls  which  he  could  not 
conquer. 


III. 


But,  alas  !  'tis  often  those  who  have  every  reason  to 
take  comfort  that  are  anxious,  and   those  who  have 
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reasons  to  be  anxious  that  take  comfort  to  their  own 
peril. 

When  men  believe  that  they  are  on  the  verge  of 
that  abyss  which  is  called  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  they  are  very  far  from  it ;  and  when  men 
believe  that  they  are  so  far  from  it  that  they  do  not 
even  give  it  a  thought,  they  may  perhaps  be  very 
near  falling  into  it, — they  are  at  least,  perhaps,  in  the 
way  that  leads  to  it.  Speaking  with  all  frankness,  I 
say  that  this  is  certainly  the  case  with  many  of  my 
hearers. 

Each  person,  in  fact,  who,  instead  of  yielding  to  the 
solicitations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  resists,  runs  the  risk 
of  one  day  committing  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Brethren,  the  life  of  the  soul  comprises  three  great 
periods  or  successive  ages:  the  time  of  ignorance, 
the  time  of  "  visitation,"  and  the  time  either  of 
regeneration  and  a  Christian  life,  or  of  a  progressive 
hardening. 

Now,  in  the  period  of  ignorance,  though  man  may 
have  an  external  knowledge  of  all  Christian  doctrine, 
he  is  not  yet  the  object  of  the  most  direct  work  of 
God.  He  has  listened,  perhaps,  to  hundreds  of 
human   exhortations,   but   has    never   yet  heard   the 
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mysterious  and  inward  preaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  his  soul.  In  the  moral  point  of  view,  there  exists 
great  differences  between  men  in  that  category :  some 
sin  more,  others  sin  less  grossly ;  but  as  to  salvation, 
they  all  have  this  in  common,  viz.  incletermination. 
I  mean  that,  for  them,  the  terrible  alternative  has  not 
yet  been  presented ;  the  moi,  in  that  which  is  most 
intimate  to  it,  has  not  been  taken  into  consideration ; 
the  decisive  choice  has  not  been  made. 

But,  sooner  or  later,  there  dawns  the  period  of 
appeal,  or  what  Peter  called  "  the  day  of  visitation," 
that  is  to  say,  the  period  of  an  action  altogether  new, 
when,  according  to  Jesus'  teaching,  the  kingdom  of 
God  approaches  the  individual,  and  presents  itself  to 
him.  Then,  to  the  outward  preaching,  a  secret 
preaching  echoes,  which,  having  no  other  organ  than 
the  Spirit  of  God,  has  no  other  witness  than  God. 
Ere  this  the  truth  barely  touched  the  soul,  but  now  it 
falls  straight  upon  it.  A  strange  discomfort  and 
mysterious  troubles  are  produced.  Under  the  most 
diverse  forms  and  circumstances  are  heard  appeals 
from  an  inner  voice,  which  rob  the  soul  of  all  rest. 
It  is  true  that,  as  yet,  God  does  not  press  the  soul 
very  closely.  Man  may  still  escape  Him,  elude  His 
questions,    and    give    evasive    answers.      But    these 
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appeals  are  invested  with  a  character  always  more 
direct;  the  arrows  of  truth,  more  numerous  and  more 
pointed,  have  successively  pierced  through  the 
envelopes  and  the  layers,  in  the  midst  of  which  is 
the  moi,  the  very  essence  of  personality.  The  space 
is  contracted ;  the  road  is  straitened ;  God  can  be  less 
easily  avoided,  until  finally,  as  in  the  case  of  Balaam, 
there  comes  a  moment  when  the  soul,  so  to  speak, 
driven  to  the  wall,  and  unable  to  flee  to  the  ricrht  or 
left,  in  an  inexpressibly  solemn  tete-a-tete  with  its 
Almighty  Master,  is  summoned  to  say  whether  it 
will  or  will  not  have  God. 

This  is  the  supreme  appeal !  If  the  answer  be 
favourable,  then,  under  the  action  of  the  Spirit,  there 
commences  that  convalescence  of  the  soul  which, 
through  numerous  changes  of  progress  and  relapse, 
must  end  in  a  complete  cure — in  the  re-establishment 
of  the  image  of  God  in  man. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  answer  is  in  the  negative, 
then  there  is  more  firmly  established,  between  the 
known  truth  and  the  preferred  sin,  a  conscious, 
painful,  and  troublesome  contradiction,  which  at  last 
becomes  intolerable.  Men  feel  that  they  must  put 
an  end  to  this  !  How  ?  By  getting  rid  of  the  truth, 
of   God,    and    of   the    importunate    soul.      Like    the 
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Pharisees,  they  will  resort  to  the  most  equivocal  or 
to  the  most  criminal  arguments.  Everything  will  be 
deemed  good  that  leads  to  this.  Most  exacting  when 
requiring  evidences  to  rest  truth  upon,  anything  will 
be  of  service  in  order  to  defame  truth.  Eeasonings 
like  those  pervert  the  conscience  and  obliterate  the 
inner  sense,  the  organ,  the  eye  of  truth,  without 
delivering  the  soul  either  from  truth,  or  God,  or  itself. 
Then  what  cannot  be  destroyed  is  detested.  The 
first  symptoms  of  hatred  are  aroused.  A  Christian 
atmosphere,  a  time  of  general  awakening,  may  long 
delay  its  explosion ;  but  it  does  not  signify,  the 
principle  is  there,  and  at  a  time,  or  in  a  circle  less 
restraining,  the  laugh,  the  sarcasm,  the  quizzing,  the 
cynicism  will  break  out ;  blasphemy  will  flow  almost 
involuntarily ;  it  will  be  seen  that  the  individual  is 
no  longer  master  of  himself,  that  a  spirit  other  than 
his  own  rules  him ;  the  hardening  is  consummated ; 
he  had  promised  himself  indifference,  and  behold, 
hatred ;  silence,  and  now  he  has  a  thirst  for  propa- 
ganda !  He  can  no  longer  be  silent,  he  experiences  a 
satanic  joy  in  breaking  down  and  in  demolishing ! 
Because  he  who  would  not  be  "  for  Christ,"  will  one 
day  forcibly  be  "  against  Christ ; "  and  for  not  having 
"  gathered "    by    love    and    the    diffusion    of    truth, 
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he   will   labour   to    "  scatter "   by  the   apostleship   of 
error.1 

IV. 

Such  shall  be  your  history,  brethren,  in  the  present 
economy,  or  in  this  mysterious  interval  which  will 
perfect  the  ripening  of  the  tares  and  the  wheat  for 
the  last  harvest ;  such,  I  say,  shall  be  your  history,  if 
you  are  not  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Either,  transformed  by  the  Spirit,  you  will  be 
purified  from  every  previous  sin  and  blasphemy,  or 
else  hardened  without  remedy ;  and  that  sin,  the  end 
and  embodiment  of  all  sin,  that  sin,  which  is  the 
resultant  of  all  others,  will  remain  eternally  un- 
pardoned, because  it  is  the  very  negation  and  the 
destruction  of  the  conditions  of  pardon. 

1  Let  me  be  understood.  I  do  not  think  that,  whatever  feelings  of 
horror  certain  words  may  produce,  any  one  has  the  righl  to  say  : 
Such  an  one  is  committing,  or  is  about  to  commit,  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Do  we  know  what  means  God  has  already  tried,  or  will 
yet  try,  with  a  soul?  Can  we  form  any  idea  as  to  what  point  words 
proceed  from  the  moi  itself?  A  witty  and  refined  mocker  may  In- 
much  nearer  the  brink  than  a  profane  swearer!  Let  us  refrain  from 
judging  I  Let  us  be  content  with  warning!  History  has  preserved 
for  us  the  biography  of  men  who,  after  having  gone  great  lengths  in 
the  way  of  blasphemy,  have,  nevertheless,  become  good  Christians. 
I  shall  only  mention  that  of  Colonel  Gardiner.  No  one  knows  the 
number  of  Divine  appeals  ;  and  this  is  a  reason  why  we  should  havi 
salutary  fear  for  ours(  Ives,  and  a  i  outinuous  hope  for  others. 

II 


ii4      The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Man. 

Yes,  you  are  in  the  requisite  conditions  to  become 
one  day  blasphemers  against  the  Holy  Spirit,  if  you 
do  not  soon  become  His  worshippers  and  His  temples! 

There  is,  in  fact,  nothing  wanting  as  to  your 
responsibility,  because  there  is  nothing  wanting  in 
the  light  that  you  have  received.  To  the  teachings 
of  the  law,  the  object  of  which  was  to  form  your 
moral  nature,  and,  by  a  painful  contrast,  to  provoke 
the  sense  of  your  natural  inability  and  sinfulness, 
have  been  added,  in  order  to  move  you  deeply,  the 
good  news  of  the  gospel.  Jesus,  in  a  certain  sense, 
has  lived  again  in  your  sight.  You  have  heard  Him 
saying  unto  you :  "  And  him  that  cometh  unto  Me  I 
will  in  no  wise  cast  out."  His  cross  has  powerfully 
drawn  you  !  As  for  miracles,  you  have  seen  greater 
ones  than  that  of  the  healing  of  the  demoniac ;  you 
have  seen  the  pusillanimous  and  ignorant  disciples 
converted  into  the  intrepid  and  inspired  apostles ;  you 
have  seen  the  Church  founded,  Saul  converted,  the 
heathen  coming  to  Christ  by  thousands,  the  Eoman 
empire  shattered  at  its  base ;  you  have  seen  persecu- 
tions rendered  powerless,  laws  and  institutions 
transformed  by  sheer  necessity,  barbarous  nations 
won  over ;  you  have  seen  the  world,  in  fine,  emerging 
from  its  corruption,  like  Lazarus  from  the  tomb;  then, 
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after  several  centuries  of  decadence,  you  have  seen 
the  Church  reformed  by  the  gospel,  and  a  little  later 
on  awakened  by  the  Spirit  of  her  Head ;  missionary 
enterprises  undertaken  with  renewed  vigour;  barbarous 
tribes  metamorphosed  in  a  few  years,  so  much  so  as 
in  certain  important  points  to  be  in  advance  of  us. 

Alongside  of  these  general  testimonies  of  history, 
you  have  had  others  still  nearer  to  you,  but  none 
the  less  impressive ;  you  have  had  friends  convinced 
of  sin  and  converted ;  men,  frivolous  and  trifling, 
have  become  serious  and  happy ;  joy  has  shone 
where  dwelt  sadness  and  discontentment;  devotedness 
has  replaced  egotism ;  patience,  revolt ;  tastes  have 
changed ;  aversions  have  become  sympathies ;  in  a 
word,  you  have  seen  old  things  become  new,  and  all 
this  quite  near  you,  under  your  own  eyes,  and  often 
where  you  least  expected  it ! 

Have  you  not  yourselves  heard  the  calls  of  the 
Spirit  ?  In  a  time  of  distress  and  of  sorrow,  of 
threatening  or  of  deliverance,  of  success  or  of  failure, 
inflicted  by  the  ingratitude  and  injustice  of  the  world, 
have  you  not  experienced  inward  solicitations  and 
mysterious  attractions  ?  Have  you  not  heard  those 
voices  which  murmur :  "  My  son,  my  daughter,  give 
Me  thy  heart "  ?     And  even  at  this  moment,  whilst  the 
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ear  of  your  body  perceives  the  sounds  of  my  feeble 
voice,  does  not  the  ear  of  your  soul  catch  the  more 
penetrating  and  persuasive  sounds  of  the  invisible 
Preacher  whom  Jesus  revealed  to  us  ?  Listen  !  Hear 
ye  not  these  words :  "  To-day,  if  ye  shall  hear  His 
voice,  harden  not  your  hearts "  ?  Yes,  brethren,  for 
many  of  us  everything  is  ready  for  regeneration  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  or  for  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Perhaps  in  this  very  chapel,  at  this  hour, — 
who  knows  ? — one  of  the  last  interviews  betwixt  a 
soul  and  God  may  be  taking  place  !  Perhaps  that 
from  this  hour  shall  date  the  salvation  or  perdition  of 
a  soul,  the  dawn  of  repentance  or  the  consummation 
of  impenitence,  the  first  step  in  the  way  of  the  Spirit, 
or  the  last  in  that  of  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost ! 
That  man  has  exhausted  the  treasure  of  Divine 
resources.  After  the  revelation  of  the  Father,  one 
might  have  hoped  that  that  of  the  Son  would  have 
touched  him ;  but  he  remained  insensible !  There 
was  still  the  revelation  of  the  Spirit !  Calls  have 
vainly  succeeded  each  other, — the  last,  the  supreme 
call,  is  about  to  be  heard.  For  the  last  time,  perhaps, 
that  voice  may  be  heard  saying  to  the  soul :  "  My 
son,  my  daughter,  give  Me  thy  heart ! "  Oh,  if  there 
is  no  reply  to  this,  angels  veil  their  faces,  the  Holy 
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Spirit  retires,  silence  succeeds ;  a  few  faint  echoes 
may  still  be  heard,  a  few  distant  sounds,  a  last 
whisper :  Give  Me  thy  heart ;  and  then  nothing  more 
— nothing  more  ! — the  fate  of  that  one  is  definitely 
sealed  !  Jesus  is  trampled  under  foot,  the  blood  of 
the  covenant  is  regarded  as  useless,  the  Spirit  is 
insulted,  sin  is  preferred  to  pardon,  Satan  to  God,  hell 
to  heaven  ;  all  is  consummated  ! 

Undecided  brethren,  unconverted  youths,  young 
women  who  are  halting  between  the  world  and  God, 
do  not  realize  that  mournful  history  !  Oh,  I  implore 
you,  do  not  mock  God !  Trifle  not  with  the  eternal 
destiny  of  your  soul !  Do  not  believe  that  conversion 
can  be  delayed  with  impunity  when  so  much  has 
been  received  !  With  the  knowledge  of  truth  which 
you  possess,  if  that  truth  touches  not  the  soul,  it 
will  enervate,  sicken,  blight,  and  exhaust  it !  Give 
yourselves,  then,  without  delay  to  Him  Who  first 
gave  Himself  for  you !  It  may  cost  you  something 
to  do  this,  I  know  it  will ;  you  will  have  sacrifices  to 
make,  but  in  return  you  will  have,  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  your  heart,  heaven  upon  earth,  whilst 
;  1  waiting  one  day  the  possession  of  heaven  in  heaven. 

Christians,  what  shall  we  say  to  one  another  ?  Let 
us  repeat  the  words  of  this  hymn : 
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Christians,  let  us  never  grieve 

The  Spirit  Who  life  and  light  doth  give, 

But  rather  consecrate  our  days 

To  God,  our  Father  and  Creator, 

To  His  only  Son  our  Saviour, 

And  to  His  Spirit  our  Sanctifier. 

Spirit  of  love,  descend,  and  let  Thy  fire 
With  its  celestial  heat  my  heart  inspire  ; 
Consume  all  sin,  and  my  soul  purify, 
That  it  may  be  a  Temple  to  the  Lord  Most  High 
Amen  ! 


THE  END. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  PREFACE. 
'  rpOWAKDS  the  close  of  the  year  1862,  the  "  Arnoldische  Buchhandlung " 
I       iu  Leipzig  published  the  First  Part  of  a  Greek-Latin  Lexicon  of  the 
New  Testament,  prepared  upon  the  basis  of  the  "(Mavis  Novi  Testament! 
Philologica"  of  0.  G.  Wilke  (second  edition,  2  vols.  18.~>1),  by  Professor  C.  L. 
Wilibald  Grimm  of  Jena.     In  his  Prospectus  Professor  Grimm  announced 
hie  purpose  not  only  (in  accordance  with  the  improvements  in  classical 
lexicography  embodied  in  the  Paris  edition  of  Stephen's  Thesaurus  and  in  the 
fifth  edition  oi   Passow's  Dictionary  edited  by  Kost  and  his  coadjutors)  to 
exhibit  the  historical  growth  of  a  word's  significations-  and  accordingly  in 
ting   his  vouchers  for  New  Testament  usage  to  show  al  what  time  and 
in  what  'lass  of  writers  a  given  word  became  current,  but  also  duly  to  notice- 
the   usage  of   the    Beptuagint  and  of  the  i>ld  Testament  Apocrypha,  and 
especially  to  produce  a  Lexicon  which  should  correspond  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  textual  criticism,  of  exegesis,  andof  biblical  theology.     He  devoted 
more  than  seven  years  to  his  task.    The  successive  Parts  of  bis  wort  re- 
i .  as  they  appeared,  the  outspoken  commendation  of  scholars  diverging 
a.s  widely  in   their  views  as  Ilupfeld  and   Hengst.  and  since  its  com- 

pletion in   L868  it  has  been  generally  acknowledge  I  to  be  bj   far  the  best 
Lexicon  of  the  Xe\v  Testament  extant.' 


'  I  regard  it  as  a  work  of  the  greatest  importance.  ...  It  seems  to  me  a 
work  showing  the  most  patient  diligence,  and  the  most  carefully  arranged 
collection  of  useful  and  helpful  references.1  The  Bishop  of  Gloucester 
and  Bristol. 

'  The  use  of  Professor  Grimm's  book  for  years  has  i vincedme  that  it  is 

not  onlj  unquestionably  the  best  among  existing  New  Testament  Lexicons, 
but  that,  apart  from  all  comparisons,  it  is  a  work  of  the  highest  intrinsic 
merit,  and  one  which  is  admirably  adapted  to  initiates  learner  into  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  language  of  the  New  Testament.  It  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  tirst  and  most  necessary  requisites  for  the  study  of  the  New 
Testament,  ami  consequently  for  the  study  of  theology  in  general.'— Professor 
Emil  ScjiObbr. 

d 


T.  and  T.  ClarlSs  Publications. 


Just  published,  in  demy  8vo,  price  10s.  6d., 

THE    JEWISH 

AND 

THE    CHRISTIAN    MESSIAH. 

A  STUDY  IN  THE  EARLIEST  HISTORY  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 
By  VINCENT  HENRY  STANTON,  M.A., 

FELLOW,    TUTOR,    AND   DIVINITY   LECTURER  OF  TRINITY   COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE;    LATE   HULSEAN    LECTURER. 


'  Mr.  Stanton's  book  answers  a  real  want,  and   will   be  indispensable  to 
students  of  the  origin  of  Christianity.     We  hope  that  Mr.  Stanton  will   bi 
able  to  continue  his  labours  in  that  most  obscure  and  most  important  period 
of  his  competency  to  deal  with  which  he  has  given  such  good  proof  in  this 
book.' — Guardian. 

'  We  welcome  this  book  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  a  most 
important  subject.  .  .  .  The  book  is  remarkable  for  the  clearness  of  its  style. 
Mr.  Stanton  is  never  obscure  from  beginning  to  end,  and  we  think  that  no 
reader  of  average  attainments  will  be  able  to  put  the  book  down  without 
having  learnt  much  from  his  lucid  and  scholarly  exposition.' — Ecclesiastical 
Gazette. 


Now  ready,  Second  Division,  in  Three  Vols.,  8vo,  price  10s.  6d.  each, 

HISTORY  OF   THE  JEWISH  PEOPLE  IN    THE 
TIME  OF   OUR   LORD. 

By  Dr.  EMIL  SCHURER, 

PROFESSOR   OF   THEOLOGY   IN   THE   UNIVERSITY   OF   GIESSEN. 

TRANSLATED  FROM   THE  SECOND  EDITION  (Revised  through 

OUT,    AND    GREATLY    ENLARGED)    OF     '■HISTORY    OF    THE    NEW 

TESTAMENT  TIME: 

'  The  First  Division,  which  will  probably  be  in  a  single  volume,  is  under- 
going revision  by  the  Author.     (The  Second  Division  is  complete  in  itself.) 


4  Under  Professor  Schiirer's  guidance  we  are  enabled  to  a  large  extent  to 
construct  a  social  and  political  framework  for  the  Gospel  History,  and  to  set 
it  in  such  a  light  as  to  see  new  evidences  of  the  truthfulness  of  that  history 
and  of  its  contemporaneousness.  .  .  .  The  length  of  our  notice  shows  our 
estimate  of  the  value  of  his  work.' — English  Churchman. 

'  Messrs.  Clark  have  afresh  earned  the  thanks  of  all  students  of  the  New 
Testament  in  England,  by  undertaking  to  present  Schiirer's  masterly  work 
in  a  form  easily  accessible  to  the  English  reader.  ...  In  every  case  the 
amount  of  research  displayed  is  very  great,  truly  German  in  its  proportions, 
while  the  style  of  Professor  Schiirer  is  by  no  means  cumbrous,  after  the 
manner  of  some  of  his  countrymen.  We  have  inadequately  described  a  most 
valuable  work,  but  we  hope  we  have  said  enough  to  induce  our  readers  who 
do  not  know  this  book  to  seek  it  out  forthwith.'— Methodist  Recorder. 


T.  and  T.  Claries  Pull  [rations. 

LOTZE'S  MICROCOSMUS. 
Jus;  published,  Second  Edition,  in  Two  Vols.,  8vo,  price  36s., 

MICROCOSMUS: 

CONCERNING  MAN  AND  HIS  RELATION  TO  THE  WORLD. 
Br    HERMANN    LOTZE. 


Contents:— Book  I.  The  Body.  II.  The  Soul.  111.  Life.  IV.  .Man. 
V.  Mind.  VI.  The  Mil -rocosmic  Order;  or,  The  Course  of  Humau  Life. 
VII.  History.     VIII.  Progress.     IX.  The  Unity  of  Things. 

!  These  are  indeed  two  masterly  volumes,  vigorous  in  intellectual  power, 
and  translated  with  rare  ability.  .  .  .  This  work  will  doubtless  find  a  place 
on  the  sin  Ives  of  all  the  foremost  thinkers  and  students  of  modern  times.' — 
Evangi  Heal  Magazine. 

1  The  English  public  have  now  before  them  the  greatesl  philosophic  work 
produced  in  Germany  by  the  generation  just  past.  The  translation  comes  at 
hi  opportune  time,  for  the  circumstances  of  English  thought,  just  at  the 
[/resent  moment,  are  peculiarly  those  with  which  Lotze  attempted  to  deal 
when  he  wrote  his  " MicrocQsmus,"  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  .  .  .  1-Vv. 
philosophic  books  of  the  century  are  so  attractive  both  in  style  and  matter.' — 
Athena  a m. 

Lotze  is  the  ablest,  the  most  brilliant,  and  most  renowned  of  the  German 
philosophers  of  to-day.  .  .  .  He  has  rendered  invaluable  and  splendid  service 
to  Christian  thinker-,  and  lias  given  them  a  work  which  cannot  fail  to  equip 
them  for  the  sturdiest  intellectual  conflicts  and  to  ensure  their  victory.1 — 
Baptist  Magazine. 

In  Two  Vols..  8vo,  price  l'1-., 

NATURE    AND    THE    BIBLE: 

LECTURES    ON    THE    MOSAIC    HISTORY    OF    CREATION 
IN    ITS    RELATION  TO   NATURAL  SCIENCE. 

By  Dr.  FR.  II.  REUSCH. 

Rbvised  am>  Corrbcted  i:y   jiik  Author. 

vTransIatcu  from  tfjc  JFourtlj  Coition 

Bi    KATHLEEN   LTTTELTON. 

her  champion*  much  more  i ipetenl  and  learned  than  myself  might 

bave  been  placed  in  the  field;    I  will  onh   name  one  of  the  most  recent, 
l>r.  Beusch,  author  oi  "Nature  and  the  Bible."'— The  bight  lion.  \V.  B. 

I  rLADSTONB. 

'The  work,  we  need  hardly  say,  is  of  profound  and  perennial  interest,  and 
it  can  scarcely  be  too  highly  oommended  as.  in  many  respects, ;(  very  success- 
t nl  attempt  to  settle  one  of  tie-  most  perplexing  questions  of  the  day.  It  is 
impossible  to  read  it  without  obtaining  larger  views  of  theology,  and  more 

accurate  opinions  respecting  its  relations  to  Bcience,  and  t ne  will  rise  from 

its  perusal  without  feelit  >p  sense  of  gratitude  to  its  author.' — Scottish 

Review. 


T.  and  T  Clark's  Publications. 


Just  published,  in  crown  8vo,  price  its., 

BIBLICAL     ESSAYS ; 

OR, 

<55i£ijcttral    StuTucs 

ON 

The  Books  of  Job  and  Jonah,  Ezekiel's  Prophecy  of  Gog  and  Magog,  St. 
Peter's  '  Spirits  in  Prison,'  and  the  Key  to  the  Apocalypse. 

By  CHARLES  H.  H.  WRIGHT,  U.D., 

TRINITY   COLLEGE,    DUBLIN'. 

'Dr.  Wright  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  learned  of  English  Biblical 
students.  In  exegetical  grasp  this  last  work  of  his  surpasses  any  recent 
production  of  popular  theology.' — The  Academy. 


In  One  Vol.,  8vo  (G40  pp.),  price  IV., 

HISTORY   OF    THE   SACRED   SCRIPTURES 
OF    THE  HEW    TESTAMENT. 

By  Professor  E.  RETJSS,  D.D. 
Translated  from  the  Fifth  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition. 


'  One  of  the  most  valuable  of  Messrs.  Clark's  valuable  publications.  .  .  . 
Its  usefulness  is  attested  by  undiminished  vitality.  .  .  .  His  method  is 
admirable,  and  he  unites  German  exhaustiveness  with  French  lucidity  and 
brilliancy  of  expression.  .  .  .  The  sketch  of  the  great  exegetic  epochs,  their 
chief  characteristics,  and  the  critical  estimates  of  the  most  eminent  writers, 
is  given  by  the  author  with  a  compression  and  a  mastery  that  have  never 
been  surpassed.' — Archdeacon  Farrar. 


Just  published,  in  crown  8vo,  price  2s.  (id., 

THE    IGNATIAN    EPISTLES 

ENTIRELY  SPURIOUS. 

A  Reply  to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Lightfoot,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
By  W.  D.  KILLEN,  D.D., 

PRINCIPAL   OF   THE   PRESBYTERIAN   THEOLOGICAL   FACULTY,    IRELAND. 

'  Dr.  Killen  has  rendered  a  most  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of  truth  by 
this  trenchant  and  conclusive  criticism.' — Christian  Leader. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Pull icat ions. 


HERZOG'S 

BIBLICAL      ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


Now  complete,  iu  Three  Vote.  imp.  8vo,  price  5!4s.  each. 

ENCYCLOP/EDIA    OR   DICTIONARY 


JSiblical,  historical,   Doctrinal,  and    practical  Cbcologvj. 
Based  on  the  BealrEncyclopadie  offferzog,  Plitt,  andHauck. 

Edited  by  PHILIP  SCIIAFF,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


1 A  well  designed,  meritorious  work,  on  which  neither  industry  nor  expense 
has  been  spared.' — Guardian. 

'This  certainly  is  a  remarkable  work.  .  .  .  It  will  be  one  without  which 
no  general  or  theological  or  biographic.il  library  will  be  complete.' — Freeman- 

•  The  need  of  such  a  work  as  this  must  be  very  often  felt,  and  it  ought  to 
find  its  way  into  all  college  libraries,  and  into  many  private  studies.' — 
Christian  World* 

A-  a  comprehensive  work  of  reference,  within  a  moderate  compass,  wo 
know  nothing  at  all  equal  to  it  in  the  large  department  which  it  deals  with.' 
— Church  Bells. 

Now  complete,  in  Four  Vols.  imp.  8vo,  price  12s.  6<L  each, 

COMMENTARY    ON    THE    NEW    TESTAMENT. 

Wliti)  Illustrations  ano  i'tfaps. 
Edited  by  PHILIP  SniAKF,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


THE  SYNOPTICAL  GOSPELS. 

III. 
ROMANS  to  PHILEMON. 


Volume  IT. 
ST.  JOHN'S  GOSPEL 

ACT     OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

Volume  IV. 
HEBREWS  to  REVELATION. 


•  A  useful,  valuable,  and  instructive  commentary.  The  interpretation  is  pot 
forth  with  clearness  and  cogency,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  commend  the 
volumes  to  the  thoughtful  reader.  The  book  is  beautifully  got  up,  and  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  publishers  as  well  as  the  writers.'     The  hi.<h>>ji  of  Gloucester. 

'There  are  few  better  commentaries  having  a  similar  scope  and  object; 
indeed,  within  the  same  limits,  we  do  no!  know  of  one  so  good  upon  the  whole 
of  the  New  Testament.' — Literary  World. 

External  beauty  and  intrinsic  worth  combine  in  the  work  here  completed. 

Good  paper,  good  type,  good  illustrations,  good  binding,  please  the  eye,  as 

accuracy  and  thoroughness  iu   matter  of   treatment  satisfy  the  judgment. 

Everywhere    the   workmanship    is    careful,  solid,    harmonious.1 — Methodist 

-/<  r. 


T.  and  T.  ClarK s  Publications.' 


CREMER'S    LEXICON. 


In  demy  4to,  Third  Edition,  -with  Supplement,  price  38s., 

BIBLICO-THEOLOGIGAL    LEXICON 

OF 

NEW    TESTAMENT    GREEK. 

BY 

HERMANN  CREMER,  D.D. 

STransIatro  anto  <3rrana;ru  from  tf)c  latest  fflrrman  ISotttorr 

BY 

WILLIAM  URWICK,  M.A. 

The  Supplement,  which  is  included  in  the  above,  may  be  had  separately, 

price  14s. 

4  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  Supplement  will  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  original  work ;  while  of  this  we  imagine  it  needless  to  add  many 
words  of  commendation.  It  holds  a  deservedly  high  position  in  the  estimation 
of  all  students  of  the  Sacred  tongues.'— Z?'£er«wv/  Churchman. 

'We  particularly  call  attention  to  this  valuable  work." — Clergyman's 
Magazine. 

'  Dr.  Cremer's  work  is  highly  and  deservedly  esteemed  in  Germany.  It 
gives  with  care  and  thoroughness  a  complete  history,  as  far  as  it  goes,  of  each 
word  and  phrase  that  it  deals  with.  .  .  .  Dr.  Cremer's  explanations  are  most 
lucidly  set  out.' — Guardian. 

In  Two  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  price  16s., 

THE  APOSTOLIC 

AND 

POST-APOSTOLIC    TIMES. 

THEIR    DIVERSITY    AND    UNITY    IN    LIFE    AND    DOCTRINE. 

BY 

GOTTHARD  VICTOR  LECHLER,  D.D. 
Cranslatcu  front  tfjc  STrjtrt  Litton,  tfjorourrljlg  EcrjisrU  ano  Kc=S23rtttcrt, 

BY 

A.  J.  K.  DAVIDSON. 

'  Scholars  of  all  kinds  will  welcome  this  new  edition  of  Dr.  Decider's  famous 
work.  It  has  for  long  been  a  standard  authority  upon  the  subject  which  it 
treats.  .  .  .  The  book  has  not  only  been  "  revised,"  but  actually  "  re-written  " 
from  end  to  end.' — Literary  World. 

'In  the  work  before  us,  Lechler  works  out  this  conception  with  great 
skill,  and  with  ample  historical  and  critical  knowledge.  He  has  had  the 
advantage  of  all  the  discussions  of  these  forty  years,  and  he  has  made  good 
use  of  them.  The  book  is  up  to  date  ;  so  thoroughly  is  this  the  case,  that  he 
has  been  able  to  make  room  for  the  results  which  have  been  won  for  the  early 
history  of  Christianity  by  the  discovery  of  the  "  Didache,"  and  of  tin- 
discussions  to  which  it  has  given  occasion.  Nor  is  it  too  much  to  say  thai 
Dr.  Lechler  has  neglected  nothing  fitted  to  throw  light  on  his  great  theme. 
The  work  is  of  the  highest  value." — Spectator. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


In  demy  8vo,  price  12s., 

AN    INTRODUCTION    TO    THEOLOGY: 

ITS  PRINCIPLES,  ITS  BRANCHES,  ITS  RESULTS, 
AND  ITS  LITERATURE. 

By  ALFRED   CAVE,   B.A., 

l'I'.IXi  Il'Al..    AM>    PROFESSOR   OF  THEOLOGY,    OK   1IA<  KNEV    COLLEGE,    LONDON. 

'  We  can  most  heartily  recommend  this  work  to  students  of  every  degree 
of  attainment,  and  not  only  to  those  who  will  have  the  opportunity  of  utilizing 
its  aid  in  the  most  sacred  of  the  professions,  but  to  all  who  desire  to  encourage 
and  systematize  their  knowledge  and  clarify  their  views  of  Divine  things.' — 
Nonconformist  and  English  Independent. 

In  crown  8vo,  price  4s.  6d., 

THE    BIBLE 

AN   OUTGROWTH   OF   THEOCRATIC   LIFE. 
By  D.  W.  SIMON, 

PRINCIPAL   OF  THE   CONGREGATIONAL  COLLEGE,    EDINBURGH. 

'  A  suggestive  and  helpful  essay  towards  the  right  understanding  of  Holy 
Scripture  considered  a*  a  revelation.  Tho  book  will  repay  perusal.  It  con- 
tains a  great  deal  of  learning  as  well  as  ingenuity,  and  the  style  is  clear.' — 
Guardian. 

In  crown  8vo,  price  3s.  fid., 

THE    RELIGIOUS    HISTORY    OF    ISRAEL 

A  Discission-  of  the  Chief  Problems  in  Old  Testament  History,  as 

OPPOSED   TO   THE    DEVELOPMENT    THEORISTS. 

By  Dr.  FRIEDRICH  EDUARD  KONIG, 

THE    UNIVERSITY,    I.EIPXIG. 

I  i:\Nsr.ATED  i:Y  Rbv.  ALEXANDER  J.  CAMPBELL,  M.A. 

'  An  admirable  little  volume.  ...  By  sincere  and  earnest-minded  students 
it  will  be  cordially  welcomed.' — Freeman. 

'Every  page  of  the  book  deserves  study.' — Church  Bells. 

In  crown  8vo,  price  (is., 

NEW    TESTAMENT    TEACHING    IN 
PASTORAL    THEOLOGY. 

By  J.  T.  BECK,  D.D., 

PROF.    ORD.     THEOL.,    TOBINGBN. 

Edited  r.v  Professor  B.  RIGGENBACH. 

Translated  ry  Rev.  JAS.  M'CLYMONT,  B.D.,  ani> 
Bev.   'lllns.  NICOL,  B.D. 


•The  volume  contains  much  which  any  thoughtful  and  earnest  Christian 
minister  will  find  helpful  and  suggestive  to  him  for  the  wise  and  efficient 
Lischarge  of  his  sacred  functions.'-  -Literary  World. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


In  Two  Volumes,  8vo  (1600  pages),  price  24s., 

THE  DOCTRINE  OF  SACRED  SCRIPTURE: 

A  Critical,  Historical,  and  Dogmatic  Inquiry  into  the 
Origin  and  Nature  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

By  GEORGE  T.  LADD,  D.D., 

PROFESSOR   OF  MENTAL   AND  MORAL,  PHILOSOPHY,    YALE   COLLEGE. 

1  This  important  work  is  pre-eminently  adapted  for  students,  and  treats  in 
an  exhaustive  manner  nearly  every  important  subject  of  Biblical  criticism 
which  is  agitating  the  religious  mind  at  the  present  day.' — Contemporary 
Review. 

In  crown  8vo,  price  6s., 

STUDIES  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  EVIDENCES. 

By  ALEXANDER  MAIR,  D.D. 

'This  book  ought  to  be  immensely  popular.  .  .  .  Speaking  from  our  own 
experience  of  works  of  this  character,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
for  readers  in  general,  we  know  of  no  work  which  is  so  distinctly  suited  for 
all  who  can  understand  a  complete  subject,  made  remarkably  easy  and  clear. 
.  .  .  That  one  chapter  on  the  "  Unique  Personality  of  Christ"  is  a  masterpiece 
of  eloquent  writing,  though  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  mention  one  portion  where 
every  part  is  excellent.  The  beauties  of  the  volume  are  everywhere  apparent, 
and  therefore  will  again  attract  the  mind  that  has  been  once  delighted  with 
the  literary  feast.' — Roek. 

'  Dr.  Mair  has  made  an  honest  study  of  Strauss,  Kenan,  Keim,  and 
"Supernatural  Religion,"  and  his  book  is  an  excellent  one  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  doubters  and  inquirers.' — English  Churchman. 

In  crown  8vo,  price  6s., 

CHRISTIAN  CHARITY  IN  THE  ANCIENT 

CHURCH. 

By    G.   UHLHORN,    D.D. 

'  The  historical  knowledge  this  work  displays  is  immense,  and  the  whole 
subject  is  wrought  out  with  great  care  and  skill;  it  is  a  most  readable,  delight- 
ful, and  instructive  volume.' — Evanr/eiical  Christendom. 

In  demy  8vo,  price  10s.  6d., 

THE     LORD'S     PRAYER: 

&  Practical  JHcti'tatton. 
By    Rev.    NEWMAN    HALL,    LL.B. 

"*  Short,  crisp  sentences,  absolute  in  form  and  lucid  in  thought,  convey  the 
author's  meaning  and  carry  on  his  exposition.  .  .  .  He  is  impatient,  of  dim 
lights;  his  thoughts  are  sharply  cut  and  are  like  crystals  in  their  clearness.' 
— British  Quarterly  Review. 

'  Well  deserves  a  place  in  the  minister's  library.' — Literary  World. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


WORKS  BY  PATQN  J.  GLOAG,  P.P. 

Just  published,  in  demy  8vo,  price  Ids.  6d., 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  CATHOLIC  EPISTLES. 


Recently  published,  iu  crown  8vo,  price  os., 

EXEGETICA  L     STUDIES. 

4  Careful  and  valuable  pieces  of  work.' — Spectator. 

4  A  very  interesting  volume.' — Literary  Churchman. 

4  Dr.  Gloag  handles  his  subjects  very  ably,  displaying  everywhere  accurate 
and  extensive  scholarship,  and  a  fine  appreciation  of  the  lines  of  thought  in 
those  passages  with  which  he  deals.' — Baptist. 


In  crown  8vo,  price  7s.  6d., 

THE    MESSIANIC    PROPHECIES 

(Being  the  '  Baird  Lecture '  for  1879). 

'We  regard  Dr.  Gloag's  book  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  theological 
literature.  We  have  not  space  to  give  the  extended  notice  which  its  intrinsic 
excellence  demands,  and  must  content  ourselves  with  cordially  recommending 
it.' — Spectator. 


In  demy  8vo,  price  12s., 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  PAULINE  EPISTLES. 

'  Thi-*  introduction  to  8t.  Paul's  Epistles  is  a  capital  book,  full,  scholarly, 
and  clear;  ...  no  difficulty  is  shirked  or  overlooked,  but  dealt  with  fairly 
and  in  an  evangelical  spirit.  To  ministers  and  theological  students  it  will  be 
of  great  value.' — Evangelical  Magazine. 

In  Two  Volumes,  demy  8vo,  price  21s., 

A  CRITICAL    AND   EXEGETICAL    COMMENTARY 

« W  THE 

ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

4  The  Commentary  of  Dr.  Gloag  I  procured  on  its  first  appearance,  and  have 
examined  it  with  special  care  For  my  purposes  I  have  found  it  unsurpassed 
by  any  similar  work  iu  the  English  language.  It  shows  a  thorough  mastery 
of  the  material,  philology,  history,  and  literature  pertaining  to  this  range  of 
study,  and  a  skill  in  the  use  of  this  knowledge  which  (if  I  have  any  right  to 
judge)place  it  in  the  first  class  of  modern  expositions.' — H.  1!.  Hackett,  D.D. 


T.  and  T.  Claries  Publications. 


In  demy  8vo,   price  7s.  6d., 

LECTURES   ON   ST.    PAUL'S   EPISTLE   TO   THE 

PHIL/PP/ANS. 

By    JOHN     HUTCHISON,     D.D. 

'  This  book  has  one  great  merit  which  separates  it  from  the  mass  of 
commentaries  and  expository  lectures — it  is  not  only  instructive,  but  it  is  also 
delightfully  interesting.  ...  The  author's  moral  and  spiritual  tone  is  lofty, 
and  these  sermons  are  characterized  by  a  sweet  and  sunny  grace,  which 
cannot  but  charm  and  make  better  those  who  read  them.' — Literary  World. 


BY  THE   SAME   AUTHOR. 
In  demy  8vo,  price  9s., 

LECTURES  ON  PAUL'S  EPISTLES  TO  THE 
THESSALONIANS. 

4  Certainly  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  commentaries  that  we  have  ever  read. 
The  style  is  crisp  and  clear;  and  the  scholarship  is  in  no  sense  of  a  super- 
ficial or  pretentious  order.' — Evangelical  Magazine. 


In  demy  8vo,  price  9s., 

OUTLINES  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  CHRISTIAN 

DOCTRINE. 

By  Rev.  T.  G.  CRIPPEN. 

'  The  essence  of  a  whole  library  is  included  in  Mr.  Crippen's  "  History  of 
Christian  Doctrine."  ...  It  is  a  scholarly  work,  and  must  have  entailed  an 
incalculable  amount  of  research  and  discrimination.'—  Clergyman's  Magazine. 


Just  published,  in  crown  8vo,  price  2s.  6d., 

THE   WORK   OF   THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  MAN. 

Discourses, 
By    Pastop.    G.    TOPHEL, 

GENEVA. 

1  An  admirable  book  on  a  subject  of  the  deepest  importance.  We  do  not 
remember  any  work  on  this  theme  that  is  more  impressive,  or  seems  more 
fitted  for  general  usefulness.' — Britisk  Messenger. 


T.  ami  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


In  crown  8vo,  price  Is.  6d., 

THE      CHRIST. 

By  ERNEST  NAVILLE. 

•  They  are  masterly  productions.' — Methodist  Record/  r. 

'We  look  upon  these  lectures  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  Christology; 
and  to  young  ministers  and  others  interested  in  the  grand  and  exhaustive 
subject,  they  will  be  found  to  be  highly  stimulating  and  helpful.' — Literary 
World. 

BY    THE    SAME    AUTHOR. 
In  crown  8vo,  price  4s.  6d., 

THE    PROBLEM    OF    EVIL 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH. 

'The  subject  is  dealt  with  by  M.  Navillc  in^a  truly  philosophic  manner, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  a  brilliancy  of  illustration  that  seizes  and  enchains 
the  attention,  and  with  a  simplicity  of  style  that  places  the  subject  within 
the  reach  of  all.' — London  Quarterly  Review. 

BY  THE   SAME  AUTHOR. 
In  crown  8vo,  price  5s., 

MODERN     PHYSIOS. 

HISTORICAL     AND     PHILOSOPHICAL     STUDIES. 
In  crown  8vo,  price  5s., 

MESSIANIC    PROPHECY: 

ITS  ORIGIN,    HISTORICAL  CHARACTER,  AND  RELATION  TO 

NEW  TESTAMENT  FULFILMENT. 

From  the   German  of   Dr.   EDWARD   RIEHM. 

'Original  and  suggestive,  and  deserving  careful  consideration.'— Literary 
Churchman. 

'Its  intrinsic  excellence  makes  it  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  Biblical 
literature.' — British  and  Foreign  Evangelical  Review. 


In  demy  8vo,  price  10s.  6d., 

THE    BIBLE    DOCTRINE    OF    MAN. 

(SEVENTH  SERIES  OF  CUNNINGHAM  LECTURES.) 
Bv  JOHN  L  AIDE  AW,  D.D., 

l'UOI'J'.SSOi:  of  SYSTEMATIC  THEOLOGY,  NEW  COLLEGE,  l-KIMll  RGH. 


•  An  important  and  valuable  contribution  to  the  discussion  of  the  anthro- 
pology of  the  sacred  writings;  perhaps  the  most  considerable  thai  has  appeared 
in  our  own  language.' — Literary  Churchman. 


T.  and  T.  Claries  Publications. 


In  crown  8vo,  price  6s., 

OLD    AND    NEW    THEOLOGY: 

A    CONSTRUCTIVE    CRITIQUE. 
By  Rev.  J.  B.  HEARD,  M.A. 

'  We  can  promise  all  real  students  of  Holy  Scripture  who  have  found  their 
way  out  of  some  of  the  worst  of  the  scholastic  byelanes  and  ruts,  and  are 
striving  to  reach  the  broad  and  firm  high  road  that  leads  to  the  Eternal  City, 
a  real  treat  from  the  perusal  of  these  pages.  Progressive  theologians,  who 
desire  to  find  "the  old  in  the  new,  and  the  new  in  the  old,"  will  be  deeply 
grateful  to  Mr.  Heard  for  this  courageous  and  able  work.' — Christian  World. 

'  Among  the  many  excellent  theological  works,  whether  English  or  German, 
published  by  Messrs.  Clark,  there  are  few  that  deserve  more  careful  study 
than  this  book.  ...  It  cannot  fail  to  charm  by  its  grace  of  style,  and  to 
supply  food  for  solid  thought.' — Dublin  Express. 


BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR. 
Fifth  Edition,  in  crown  8vo,  price  6s., 

THE   TRIPARTITE  NATURE  OF  MAN: 

SPIIJIT,  SOUL,  AND  BODY. 

Applied  to  Illustrate  and  Explain  the  Doctrines  of  Original  Sin,  the  New 
Birth,  the  Disembodied  State,  and  the  Spiritual  Body. 

'The  author  has  got  a  striking  and  consistent  theory.  Whether  agreeing 
or  disagreeing  with  that  theory,  it  is  a  book  which  any  student  of  the  Bible 
may  read  with  pleasure.' — Guardian. 

'An  elaborate,  ingenious,  and  very  able  book.' — London  Quarterly  Rerieic. 

In  demy  8vo,  price  9s., 

THE  DOCTRINE  OF   THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

(The  Ninth  Series  of  the  Cunningham  Lectures.) 

By  GEORGE  SMEATON,  D.D., 

Professor  of  Exegetical  Theology,  New  College,  Edinburgh. 

'The  theological  student  will  be  benefited  by  a  careful  perusal  of  this 
survey,  and  that  not  for  the  moment,  but  through  all  his  future  life.'— 
Watchman. 

'  Very  cordially  do  we  commend  these  able  and  timely  lectures  to  the  notice 
of  our  readers.  Every  theological  student  should  master  them.' — Baptist 
Magazine. 

'  It  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  with  a  work  like  this.  .  .  .  Our  brief  account, 
we  trust,  will  induce  the  desire  to  study  this  work.' — Dickinsons  Theological 
Quarterly. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


HISTORY    OF     THE    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

By  PHILIP  SCHAFF,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


3  $cfo  lEUitton  tljorougljlo  ftcbiscti  anto  lEnlarcjco. 

Now  Ready, 
APOSTOLIC    CHRISTIANITY,    A.D.    1-100.      In    Two  Vols.  ex.  demy  8vo, 

price  218. 
ANTE-NICENE   CHRISTIANITY,    A.D.  100-311.      In    Two  Vols.  ex.  demy 

8vo,  price  21s. 
NICENE  AND  POST-NICENE  CHRISTIANITY,  A.D.  311-600.     In  Two  Vols. 

ex.  demy  8vo,  price  21s. 
MEDIEVAL  CHRISTIANITY,  A.D.  590-1073.     In  Two  Vols.  ex.  8vo,  price 21s. 


'  For  a  genuine  healthy  Christian  criticism,  which  boldly  faces  difficulties, 
and  examines  them  with  equal  candour  and  learning,  we  commend  this  work 
to  all  who  are  interested  in  investigating  the  early  growth  of  the  Christian 
Church.' — Church  Quarterly  Review. 

'  These  volumes  cannot  fail  to  prove  welcome  to  all  students.' — Freeman. 

'  No  student,  aud  indeed  uo  critic,  can  with  fairness  overlook  a  work  like 
the  present,  written  with  such  evident  candour,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
so  thorough  a  knowledge  of  the  sources  of  early  Christian  history.' — Scotsman. 

In  Three  Volumes,  demy  8vo,  price  12s.  each, 

A    HISTORY  OF    THE  COUNCILS    OF    THE 

CHURCH. 

FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  GERMAN  OF 

C.  J.  HEFELE,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Rottexburg. 


VOL.  I.  (Second  Edition)  TO  A.D.  325. 

By    Rev.    PREBENDARY    CLARK. 

VOL.  II.  A.D.  326  TO  429. 

By    H.    N.    OXENHAM,    M.A. 

VOL    III.  A.D.  429  TO   THE  CLOSE   OF   THE   COUNCIL   OF 

CHALCEDON. 


'This  careful  translation  of  Hefele's  Councils.'— Dr.  Posbt. 

'A  thorough  and  fair  compendium,  put  in  a  most  accessible  and  intelligent 

form.' — Guardian.  .        .  .  ...       .  ..      „,, 

'  A  work  of  profound  erudition,  and  written  in  a  most  candid  spirit.     1  he 

book  will  be  a  standard  work  on  the  subject.'- Spectator. 
'  The  most  learned  historian  of  the  Councils.  —  I  ere •■Oratry. 
'We  cordially  commend  Hefele's  Councils  to  the  English  student.  —John 

Bull. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


In  Twenty-four  handsome  8vo  Volumes,  Subscription  price  £G,  6s., 

ANTE-NICENE    CHRISTIAN    LIBRARY. 

A  COLLECTION  OF  ALL  THE  WORKS  OF  THE  FATHERS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  PRIOR  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  NICVEA. 

EDITED   BY  THE 

Rev.  ALEXANDER  ROBERTS,  D.D.,  and  JAMES  DONALDSON,  LL.D. 


Contents: — Apostolic  Fathers,  one  vol.  ;  Justin  Martyr,  Athenagoras,  one 
vol. ;  Tatian,  Theophilus,  The  Clementine  Recognitions,  one  vol.  ; 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  two  vols. ;  Irenseus  and  Hippolytus,  three 
vols. ;  Tertullian  against  Marcion ;  Cyprian,  two  vols. ;  Origen,  two 
vols. ;  Tertullian,  three  vols. ;  Methodius,  etc.,  one  vol. ;  Apocryphal 
Gospels,  Acts,  and  Revelations,  one  vol. ;  Clementine  Homilies.  Apostolical 
Constitutions,  one  vol.;  Arnobius,  one  vol.;  Dionysius,  Gregory 
Thaumaturgus,  Syrian  Fragments,  one  vol. ;  Lactantius,  two  vols. ; 
Early  Liturgies  and  Remaining  Fragments,  one  vol. 

Any  Volume  may  be  had  separately,  price  10s.  6d., — with  the  exception  of  Origen. 
Vol.  II.,  12s.;  and  the  Early  Liturgies,  9*. 

In  Fifteen  Volumes,  demy  8vo,  Subscription  price  £3,  19s., 

THE     WORKS    OF    ST.    AUGUSTINE. 

;  EDITED  BY  MARCUS  DODS,  D.D. 


Contents  : — The  '  City  of  God,'  two  vols. ;  Writings  in  connection  with  the 
Donatist  Controversy,  one  vol. ;  The  Anti-Pelagian  Writings,  three 
vols.;  'Letters,'  two  vols.;  Treatises  against  Faustus  the  Manicha;an, 
one  vol. ;  The  Harmony  of  the  Evangelists,  and  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  one  vol. ;  On  the  Trinity,  one  vol.  ;  Commentary  on  John, 
two  vols. ;  On  Christian  Doctrine,  Enchiridion,  On  Catechizing,  and 
On  Faith  and  the  Creed,  one  vol. ;  '  Confessions,'  with  Copious  Notes  by 

Rev.  J.  G.  PlLKINGTON. 

Any  Work  may  be  had  separately,  price  10s.  Gd,  per  Volume. 


SELECTION     FROM 
ANTE-NICENE  LIBRARY  AND  ST.  AUGUSTINE'S 

WORKS. 


THE  Ante-Nicene  Library  being  now  completed  in  24  Volumes, 
and  the  St.  Augustine  Series  being  also  complete  in  15 
Volumes,  Messrs.  Clark  offer  a  Selection  of  12  Volumes  from  both 
of  those  series  at  the  Subscription  jiricc  of  Thkee  GUINEAS  (or  a 
larger  number  at  same  proportion). 


T.  and  T.  Claries  Publications. 
CHEAP   RE-ISSUE  OF 

STIER'S   WORDS  OF  THE  LORD  JESUS. 

To  meet  a  very  general  desire  that  this  now  well-known  "Work  should 
be  brought  more  within  the  reach  of  all  classes,  both  Clergy 
and  Laity,  Messrs.  CLARK  are  now  issuing,  for  a  limited 
period,  the  Eight  Volumes,  handsomely  bound  in  Four,  at  the 
Subscription  Price  of 

TWO  GUINEAS. 

'The  whole  work  is  a  treasury  of  thoughtful  exposition.  Its  measure  of 
practical  and  spiritual  application,  with  exegetical  criticism,  commends  it  to 
the  use  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  preach  as  well  as  to  understand  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.' — Guardian. 


BY    THE    SAME    AUTHOR. 

THE  WORDS  OF  THE  RISEN  SAVIOUR,  AND 
COMMENTARY  ON  THE  EPISTLE  OF  ST.  JAMES. 

8vo,  10s.  6d. 

THE  WORDS  OF  THE  APOSTLES  EXPOUNDED. 

8vo,  10s.  6d. 
New  and  Cheap  Edition,  in  Four  Vols.,  demy  8vo,  Subscription  Price  28s., 

THE  LIFE  OF  THE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST: 

A   Complete    Critical   Examination   of    the   Origin,    Contents,    and 

Connection  of  the  Gospels.     Translated  from  the  German  of  J. 

P.  LaHGE,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Bonn. 

Edited,  with  additional  Notes,  by  MARCOS  Dops,  D.D. 

■  We  have  great  pleasure  in  recommending  this  work  to  our  readers.     We 

;tre  convinced  of  its  value  and  enormous  range.1 — Irish  Ecclesiastical  Gazette. 

r^NGELS   GNOMON-CHEAP   EDITION. 

GNOMON   OF    THE    NEW    TESTAMENT. 

By  John  ALBERT  BENGEL.  Now  first  translated  into  English.  With 
Original  Notes,  Explanatory  and  Illustrative.  Edited  by  the 
Rev.  Andrew  R.  Fausset,  M.A.  Five  Volume  Edition  bound 
in  Three  Volumes  at  the  Subscription  Price  of 

TWENTY-FOUR  SHILLINGS. 
The  Five  Volutin  Edition  may  still  be  had  at  the  Subscription  Price 
«»/£l,  11*.  6d. 

'  Bengel  stands  out  sti\\  facile  princeps  among  all  who  have  laboured,  or  who 
as  yet  labour,  in  that  important  field.  Hois  unrivalled  in  felicitous  brevity, 
combined  with  what  seldom  accompanies  that  oxi-rllriice,  namely,  perspicuity. 
Terse,  weighty,  and  suggestive,  he  often,  as  a  modern  writer  observes, 
•'condenses  more  matter  into  a  line  than  can  be  extracted  from  pages  of  other 
writers."  ' — Spurgeoris  Commenting  and  Commentaries. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


PROFESSOR  GODET'S  WORKS. 

Just  published,  in  Two  Volumes,  demy  8vo,  price  21s., 

COMMENTARY  ON  ST.   PAUL'S  FIRST  EPISTLE 
TO    THE   CORINTHIANS. 

By    F.    GODET,    D.D., 

PROFESSOR  OF  THEOLOGY,    NEUCIIATEL. 

'A  perfect  masterpiece  of  theological  toil  and  thought.  .  .  .  Scholarly, 
evangelical,  exhaustive,  and  able.' — Evangelical  Review. 

'  To  say  a  word  in  praise  of  any  of  Professor  Godet's  productions  is  almost 
like  "  wilding  refined  gold."  All  who  are  familiar  with  his  commentaries 
know  how  full  they  are  of  rich  suggestion.  .  .  .  This  volume  fully  sustains 
the  high  reputation  Godet  has  made  for  himself  as  a  Biblical  scholar,  and 
devout  expositor  of  the  will  of  God.  Every  page  is  radiant  with  light,  and 
fives  forth  heat  as  well.' — Methodist  New  Connexion  Magazine. 

In  Three  Volumes,  8vo,  price  31s.  6d., 

A    COMMENTARY  ON    THE    GOSPEL    OF 

ST.   JOHN. 

'This  work  forms  one  of  the  battle-fields  of  modern  inquiry,  and  is  itself 
so  rich  in  spiritual  truth,  that  it  is  impossible  to  examine  it  too  closely;  and 
wo  welcome  this  treatise  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Godet.  We  have  no  more  com- 
petent exegete ;  and  this  new  volume  shows  all  the  learning  and  vivacity  for 
which  the  author  is  distinguished.'— Freeman. 

In  Two  Volumes,  8vo,  price  21s., 

A    COMMENTARY  ON    THE    GOSPEL    OF 

ST.    LUKE. 

'  Marked  by  clearness  and  good  sense,  it  will  be  found  to  possess  value  and 
interest  as  one  of  the  most  recent  and  copious  works  specially  designed  to 
illustrate  this  Gospel.' — Guardian. 

•    In  Two  Volumes,  8vo,  price  21s.,  . 

A    COMMENTARY  ON  ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE   TO 

THE  ROMANS. 

'We  prefer  this  commentary  to  any  other  we  have  seen  on  the  subject. 

We  have   great  pleasure  in   recommending   it  as  not  only  rendering 

invaluable  aid  in  the  critical  study  of  the  text,  but  affording  practical  and 

deeply  suggestive  assistance  in  the  exposition  of  the  doctrine.' — British  and 

Foreign  Evangelical  Review. 

In  crown  8vo,  Second  Edition,  price  6s., 

DEFENCE   OF    THE   CHRISTIAN   FAITH. 

TRANSLATED  BY  THE  HON.  AND  REV.  CANON  LYTTELTON,  M.A., 
RECTOR  OF  HAGLET. 
'There  is  trenchant  argument  and  resistless  logic  in  these  lectures;  but 
withal,  there  is  cultured  imagination  and  felicitous  eloquence,  which  carry 
home  the  appeals  to  the  heart  as  well  as  the  head.' — Sword  and  TroweL 
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